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Donnie Graham (TalkBack host): Good morning. You're on the air.  

Caller: [Clearing throat.]  

Donnie: Hello!  

Caller: Hi, how are ya?  

Donnie: Good and how are you?  

Caller: Not too bad, Donnie.  

Donnie: Go ahead.  

Caller: Okay. Ah, Donnie, I'm concerned with Children's Aid Society in Cape Breton and with 
Home Care Nova Scotia. I have a little girl that's in, been in care the last two and a half years 
with Children's Aid and I had two little girls, a little boy and a little girl, that was in care that 
meant they returned home with me for the last year and a half and now I don't deal with 
Children's Aid any more. I don't deal with them at all, since June 26th of 1996. And I was upset, 
they will not allow me to have my daughter returned home that's in care. And what they're giving 
me is well, the requirements that she needs to be returned home is that well, I can't get the 
services that I need and everybody, like, knows most of the services that I need right now, I have. 
And I took down to them, actually had a meeting with Children's Aid with Dave [inaudible] and 
the other workers down there and ever since that it's just I can't get nowhere with them.  

Donnie: Un huh.  

Caller: They don't want to turn around and meet with me. They don't want to try to settle this out 
of court. They don't want to turn around and give me the help that I need. They're so concerned 
of actually, of my, um, children, the child that's in care. Why can't they turn around and give me 
the help? It requires as much as they're saying. And returning her and helping me in the house, 
with me, with the three children instead of the two. Like, I'm doing [coughing] excuse me. I'm 
doing, I'm doing really good now with my other two children. I have one that's 5 that's home and 
one that's 7 and a little girl that's in care is 5 years old. She's looking to come home. Like the 
foster family is really good to her, where she's at, but she wants to be home with Mommy. And 
Children's Aid know this, she been told, she told them that a couple of times already. I see her on 
a monthly basis. And when I do see her, she's very happy, very contented. When she sees me, but 
when it's time to leave she gets upset sometimes, because she doesn't want to leave me or her 
brother and sister.  



Donnie: So one, one of the problems is, is that this particular child requires some kind of special 
care.  

Caller: Yes she does.  

Donnie: And you, you, you, you can't get that special care?  

Caller: I can't get the special need. I'm trying to get the special care right now but she, that 
Children's Aid are telling me I require for her to be returned home and I find out now I went to 
every resource that I can possibly go with and most of them gave me the resources that I need. 
Like I can get the handicap bus for her for back and forth to school. I can get, um, what else can I 
get for this? A number of activities that I am planning on putting her in that's going to help her 
balance and coordination and things that this, Children's Aid know this. But the thing I cannot 
get is Home Care Nova Scotia to assist me, in Leslie McEachern's [ph] program of special needs. 
They're telling me that she doesn't require it and they have different reports from Dr. Gordon, 
um, Town Day Care Centre and doctors.  

Donnie: If, if, Doc... this is what I, this is what I can't understand. If, if you have doctors, um, 
who are vouching for the fact that this child requires this type of, of service. Who has the right to 
challenge everybody that knows, by saying no, you don't need it? That, that, that's what boggles 
my mind and it's not only in these instances, it goes to Work.., Workers' Compensation and the 
whole bit.  

Caller: Exactly, and see what bothers me right now is that they have these reports, but they're 
telling me, it's not enough for them. They need further reports in order to give me any assistance. 
And they know that she's special needs, she does have special needs, in some circumstances, 
she's developmentally delayed in a few areas. And they know this, and I just cannot seem to be 
getting any help from special needs program. It's supposed to be out for special need kids that 
require services that are there for them to be able to live every day.  

Donnie: Un huh.  

Caller: And every day living and they just don't want to inquire it with me.  

Donnie: So your argument isn't with Children's Aid as much as it is with obtaining special care.  

Caller: Exactly.  

Donnie: Home Care Nova Scotia.  

Caller: Exactly, I am, I am upset with Children's Aid though, because now they have a new 
supervisor in [inaudible] area, and all the supervisors they moved around and it's like, now it's 
just, they got to go all the rigamarole with the new case, like the same old ...  

Donnie: Un huh. Have you contacted, uh? No that wouldn't be the right thing. Have you tried to 
get in touch with your MLA over this issue?  



Caller: Yes I did and actually I'm dealing with my Councillors right now about this. And Dave 
Dingwall's office, and everybody I can think of right now. Because right now, my concern is, is 
having my daughter returned home. Like she wants to come home. We want her home, and there 
is no reason why that she can't come home. If I'm good en.., if I can look after the other two kids 
at home and they see no problem with this at all. They're not even involved in this life with me, 
with my other two kids. But they will not turn around and give me my daughter that has special 
needs. They will not even give me the help that I need.  

Donnie: Until you can get the resources in place to look after the special needs.  

Caller: Exactly, and they won't even give me the help or the resources, like they won't even try 
to uh, try to help me and turn things around and be a family again. They don't want that anymore. 
All they want to do right now is adopt my daughter out, that's all they're interesting [sic] in. They 
don't want to see her needs or what she wants or anything else and I think she should have some 
say, and like parents even should have some say in the matter.  

Donnie: Okay, well, you know keep, hopefully you'll get some positive answers from one of the 
politicians you are dealing with and hopefully somebody will come to bat for you.  

Caller: Well, I'm finding one thing, I had one, I had, uh, a meeting here a couple of weeks ago 
and I had a Councillor in with me and we didn't get too far because they don't want to speak 
about anything 'cause he was there. And I gave him, the Children's Aid notice he was coming, 
and I gave Children's Aid permission to talk in front of him.  

Donnie: Yeah but the law doesn't allow them to. I mean, that's, it's an unfortunate situation, but 
the law does not, they are not legally allowed to do that. With your permission or without it, the 
law in Nova Scotia does not allow them to do that.  

Caller: Not even if I ...  

Donnie: No, not even with your permission.  

Caller: No!?!  

Donnie: No.  

Caller: But, see the thing...  

Donnie: That, that's the law, that's what's on the books, that's what's passed in the Legislature.  

Caller: Uh huh. See another thing I can't understand either is okay, Home Care Nova Scotia 
even though the circumstances, they're even, like I gave [inaudible] forms signed for both parties 
and the Home Care Nova Scotia and the special needs program to Children's Aid. They can all 
sit and talk about what's going on here and see if they can come up with a situation and be able to 
help me with my daughter that's in care so she can return home with me and the other two 
children and with me, but seem I can't get nowhere.  



Donnie: Uh huh.  

Caller: Like they're talking, but it seems the same thing, I.., there's no help out there. I know 
there's help out there somewhere, but seems like I'm just being turned down everywhere I go.  

Donnie: Okay, well, Robert Chisholm is going to be here on talk back later on in the week, 
maybe he'll be able to help you out.  

Caller: All right.  

Donnie: But, in the meantime, I'll see if I can make some phone calls and find anything out.  

Caller: Okay, thanks a million, Donnie.  

Donnie: You're welcome.  

Caller: Okay.  

Donnie: All right.  

Caller: Bye, bye.  

Donnie: Bye now. Have to take a break. Don't run away, those of you on hold, we shall return.  

[Commercial break.]  

 


