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Appendix A 
The Mark Sutcliffe Show of January 2 

Mark Sutcliffe began his show of the 2nd in the following terms:  

It took members of the Jamaican community only 30 minutes to show up outside the apartment 
of Francis Nicholls after he was shot yesterday by Ottawa-Carleton Police. He was shot four 
times in his apartment. Coming up, we're going to get into more of the facts and start to get 
reaction from the Jamaican community. Many people are accusing police of racism in this case. 
The police are saying they were just doing their job. 

There was another reference to the "Jamaican" origins of Mr. Francis Nicholls, the man shot by 
police, in Sutcliffe's opening remarks; he went on to describe the community reaction in the 
following terms:  

But within about 30 minutes of the shooting, as news of the shooting spread very quickly 
through the Jamaican community, several people showed up outside the apartment on Preston 
Street and began yelling at police. 

Mark Sutcliffe explained the larger relevance of the shooting by placing it in the context of 
problems which had arisen over the past number of years between the black community and law 
enforcement officials:  

Now, of course, the reason that the Jamaican community and members of Ottawa-Carleton's 
black community are paying very close attention to this case is because there has been over the 
course of the last five, six years some tension between the black community and Ottawa-
Carleton Police, in particular over a couple of incidents.  

He then referred to a number of specific situations in which members of the black community 
had either been shot or chased by the police but had, in any event, died as a result. He then 
concluded his introductory remarks in the following terms:  

Of course, that caused tremendous tension between the black community and Ottawa-Carleton 
Police, so we will get reaction from some members of the Jamaican community this morning. 
They reacted, as I mentioned, very quickly and there was quite a bit of tension at the scene of the 
shooting yesterday at ground level at 118 Preston Street, on the street where some members of 
the black community arrived and were very critical of police and confronted police right on the 
scene. So we'll get some reaction. We'll also get the police perspective on this story and go 
through the facts with them. It's very difficult for them to talk about the story, of course, because 
the Special Investigations Unit has moved in and they will be conducting the investigation and 



police don't like to comment when an investigation is under way, but we'll try to get some 
perspectives on the facts from Ottawa-Carleton Regional Police this morning as well as reaction 
from the Jamaican community. 

It was only a few minutes later that Sutcliffe took his first call from John and clearly had 
sufficient information by then to modify his earlier statement regarding the Jamaican origins of 
Mr. Nicholls.  

John: Yes, good morning. The first reaction that I had when waking up and listening to the news 
with that report, with the shooting of a Jamaican was that I was...  

Mark Sutcliffe: I want to clarify that, by the way, just before you go any further. It's not 100 per 
cent sure that he's Jamaican. He is a black man, but we're checking now to find out whether he is 
from Jamaica, but we will confirm that this morning. 

There was a call at 6:27 a.m. from Darcy, a man who qualified the question of the nationality of 
Mr. Nicholls by saying "as a black person from St. Lucia, the same country as Nicholls..." The 
next caller, Peter, who identified himself as white, alleged that there was racism involved in the 
shooting: "I believe there was racism definitely involved because they didn't have to do what 
they did. But they're gun happy." Another caller, Tim, made a similar allegation, to which Mark 
Sutcliffe responded as follows: "When you talk about a problem in the police, do you think it's 
throughout the police, or is it specific people?"  

To another caller, Lance, who appeared to be justifying the police action, the host responded in 
the following way:  

Let me clarify a couple of things. I appreciate your points, Lance, but let's just clarify a couple of 
things. Number one, there's no information that suggests that he was a criminal. Number two, 
there's no information that suggests he was coming at police with his knife. It's possible. Nobody 
has reported that he was charging police with his knife. It's possible that he was just holding a 
knife and he was staying still, in which case the question -- and I think it's fair that the question 
gets raised -- why would you need to shoot somebody four times who's holding a knife at a safe 
distance from you? 

Lance's call was followed by one from Kevin, who identified himself as a black police officer. 
He commented:  

Now, I wouldn't be so quick to press the charges on police officers being racist. Yes, we have 
some good cops and bad cops. It happens everywhere. However, when they do a job, until the 
SIU is called in and executes their job in finding out what happened, we can't really say it's 
racism or not. 

To another caller, also John, just before 7:00 a.m., the host asked: "What do you think the 
problem is, though? Do you think the problem is individual officers, or do you think that there's a 
systemic problem in the Ottawa-Carleton Police Force?" After John's response, Sutcliffe put a 
follow-up question: "How do you react to the fact that 30 minutes after the incident, people are 



showing up at the site and are being critical of police right away? Do you think that's too soon? 
Do you think that people should wait until they have more information before they attack 
police?" The following dialogue then took place with caller Earl:  

Mark Sutcliffe: It's 06:57 at 580 CFRA. Good morning, Earl.  

Earl: Yes, good morning. Concerning the Preston Street episode yesterday, I find that the blacks 
are more racist than the whites. As soon as something happens, I'm black, they're against me.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Well, let me ask you this, Earl. Let's say it was your brother who was in that 
room and he had a knife and four shots were fired at him by police. What would your reaction 
be?  

Earl: If he had the knife, if he wouldn't drop it, he deserves it. Those fellows, they don't know 
mentally how he is. You don't know if he's flying high with dope. No, I don't blame them at all. 
Being racist, certainly there's a few cops who are racists. You know, they're human beings, and...  

Mark Sutcliffe: But is that okay?  

Earl: Yes.  

Mark Sutcliffe: It's okay that there are certain cops that are racist?  

Earl: Well, how are you going to weed them out? There's no way.  

Mark Sutcliffe: All right, Earl, thanks for your call. 

At 7:15, the host announced that he had just spoken with the girlfriend of Francis Nicholls, who 
did not want to speak on the air that morning, and he summed up some of the calls from the first 
hour of the show in the following words: "Many calls this morning accusing the police of racism. 
Many calls defending the police and saying they were just doing their job." At 7:22, after quoting 
Police Chief Ford's statement on the subject, Mark Sutcliffe provided another short summary of 
the issues to be discussed on the show that morning:  

A lot of people are calling up and talking about how police got into this guy's home and why. I 
don't want to get into too much speculation on that. ... The issue is do you suspect Ottawa-
Carleton Police of racism when an incident like this happens? Do you think that the black 
community overreacted by showing up 30 minutes later? 

One of the subsequent callers, Mary, put the issue in community terms:  

I feel sorry for the policemen because it doesn't matter what they do to black people. They're 
called racists. And the black people seem to goad them because if they're asked to show 
identification or whatever, they don't. So I really feel sorry for the policemen because it doesn't 
matter what they do. They're wrong. The black community wouldn't react, even if their people 
commit crimes, they still come out and call it racism. 



The host made another summarizing statement at 7:41:  

We've been on the phone to some members of Ottawa-Carleton's black community. We talked to 
Sylmadel Coke who is with the Ottawa Committee Against Racism. We talked to Ewart Walters 
who is part of the Ottawa Jamaican Community Association and also the editor of the Spectrum, 
a black community newspaper. Most of them want to reserve comment for a couple of reasons. 
One is because the investigation is about to get under way by the Special Investigations Unit. 
The other because Francis Nicholls' condition is still not clear at this point. He is apparently not 
suffering from life-threatening injuries, but he is still in critical condition and they want to wait 
until he is in better shape before they begin to comment on the shooting yesterday. 

A later caller, Eleanor, raised the question of the black community's role in the accusation of the 
police  

I find your question extremely unfair and it's typical of the press. Don't think that for a moment 
any policeman knows that the minute he shoots a black individual, the black community here is 
going to scream racist. Now, do you think for one, five minutes any thinking police, which most 
of them are, would deliberately go out and shoot a black person knowing that he'll be suspended 
without pay? I mean, let's get real here. It shows the double standard, though. If that were a white 
man that was shot dead, nobody would say a word. There would be an investigation. He'd be 
buried and that would be the end of it. So we've got to stop this nonsense. No policeman 
deliberately goes out and shoots a black man or a woman, and I think the black community has 
to stop this nonsense. And if a black individual is committing a crime, then he should be tried 
and charged like the rest of us. This double standard that we seem to have in our society for 
minorities, they have got to stop. 

Some of the ongoing dialogue at the top of the next hour related to the way the host was dealing 
with the subject:  

Mark Sutcliffe: Coming up to 07:57 on 580 CFRA. Good morning, John.  

John: Yes, Mark. Hello?  

Mark Sutcliffe: Hello, go ahead.  

John: Yes, I think you're inflaming the situation by the comments you've been making.  

Mark Sutcliffe: What comments have I been making?  

John: Well, I think you're leaning toward the side of the victim. You know, the cops are...  

Mark Sutcliffe: Based on what?  

John: The cops are not your enemy. The country these people come from, the cops are the 
enemy. The cops are so corrupt that they have reason to have them as their enemies.  



Mark Sutcliffe: John, what comments have I made?  

John: Well, I started listening to you since 06:00 when you came on. You make me sick. You 
make me sick. This is Canada. This isn't where they came from. I don't care where they came 
from. If they don't like our system here, and our ways and our laws, go the hell back where they 
came from!  

Mark Sutcliffe: Thanks for your call. Dwight, good morning.  

Dwight: Well, Mr. Sutcliffe, I don't agree with the last caller, but you can see when you get off 
the air if you can think about how you pose this question about racism. It is not a question of 
racism and you're going to get people like that calling and saying that we should go back to 
where we came from. The issue is police brutality. Now, I'm not saying that it is, but the question 
is was the officer right or wrong in doing that? That's how the question should be posed because 
you're going to have these factions now saying go back to where you came from. You're going to 
have the black community saying police racism. The question is whether or not the officer, what 
he did was right or wrong. And I do have to agree with some of the callers who are saying you 
can't pose this question right now when we don't have enough information. It's just really... the 
question is whether the officer was right or wrong in what he did. Not what colour he was. We 
don't know what's in the officer's mind or in his heart as far as his situation, and you can see what 
kind of divisions are caused by you posing the question that way and I wish that you could sit 
back and reflect on this.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Well, I agree with you, but Dwight, I think those divisions exist, whether I pose 
that question or not, and I think the thing that has been fascinating about the topic this morning -- 
and I grant you the fact that to some extent, we're talking about an issue where we don't have all 
the facts, but certainly we have a lot of the facts -- the thing that's been fascinating about the 
topic this morning is just how much division it has revealed. We're getting people calling up and 
saying, exactly like the last caller, go back to your own country if you don't like the police here, 
which I find offensive. Then we have people calling up who are saying that the racism is obvious 
in this case and that they're afraid to go out on the street. The woman who called up and said 
she's afraid when her husband goes out on the street because he's black and she's worried about 
the treatment, and certainly that reveals not only a division in our society that needs to be 
repaired, but also a problem that police face. Whether they are racist or not, they face a problem. 

At about 8:05, the host opened up the last hour of the show with the following invitation:  

This hour, I want to leave it completely wide open. What are your comments on the incident that 
happened yesterday? I'm not taking any sides on this issue. I want to wait until there's more 
information that comes forward and I'm certainly not suggesting that police have acted wrongly. 
I'm merely raising the question. What thoughts come into your head when you hear the 
information that has come out from yesterday's shooting which involved a black man? 

And then, following a break for traffic and weather, he resumed:  



The shooting of a black man on Preston Street in his apartment last night by a Regional Police 
has raised a lot of issues and a lot of comments this morning. For the next 45 minutes on CFRA, 
let's get these issues out in the open. Let's talk about some of the concerns that people have 
raised. Many people feel police have acted wrongly. Many are accusing the police this morning 
of racism. Many people are suggesting that the black community has responded too quickly in 
accusing police of racism this morning and in showing up half an hour after the incident at the 
man's apartment and criticizing police openly on the scene. Many people suggesting that we 
should wait until the investigation has brought all the facts forward and that police at least 
deserve a reasonable doubt, that they at least deserve the benefit of the doubt until more 
information comes forward. 

A little later in the hour, there was the following exchange with a listener:  

Bob: And we can't go on the air and say the police are racists either.  

Mark Sutcliffe: I've never said they're racists.  

Bob: Well, the implications are pretty strong and there's been two or three callers that have sort 
of suggested that. Like let's not be so quick to jump on the police. Maybe there's a reason why 
his family didn't go over and see him. Maybe there's a reason that the police happened, just 
happened to be at this man's house.  

Mark Sutcliffe: I agree with you. I think that it's possible that there is a reason why the police 
acted that way and I'm willing to hear the explanation and I look forward to hearing the 
explanation. I'm only asking the question about what the public feels about this issue, but I am 
not making up my mind until I hear what the police say and what Francis Nicholls himself says 
about the situation. 

And then one of the callers herself raised the issue of the black community's reaction to the 
shooting:  

Joyce: Good morning. A few questions. If the victim is so innocent here in this case, how come 
he couldn't answer the door? How come he answered with a knife in his hand? And if he had 
been shot by a black policeman, would the situation be different? And how come it's always 
racism? When the policeman shoots or whatever happens and it's always something like this, 
well it's always racism, no matter what the crime is. How about that for a few questions for the 
black community? 

Another caller pressed this theme in the context of what the host himself was contributing to the 
discussion:  

Jane: Good morning. I have two comments. You say -- and you have all the information 
available to you that is available -- do not have enough information to comment on it. Yet, you're 
asking other people to go on the air and make a fool of themselves because they don't have as 
much information as you do. Again, you are encouraging racism. Every time you refer to this 
incident, you refer to a black man being shot. It was a man that was shot.  



Mark Sutcliffe: Do you not think there are issues that arise from this? Do you not think that 
there are questions that can be asked as a result of what happened yesterday?  

Jane: Sure, there are. Police competence. And I suspect that they were going according to the 
regulations because no policeman is going to discharge his firearms in this day and age without 
feeling that it's completely justified. You don't make any reference to the fact that the policeman 
was either white or black. Why are you referring to the victim as black?  

Mark Sutcliffe: Because the black community is responding and accusing the police of racism 
this morning. That's certainly...  

Jane: But are you not promoting racism when you keep highlighting these? You didn't ask me 
what colour I was.  

Mark Sutcliffe: No.  

Jane: But then why are you...?  

Mark Sutcliffe: Let's say, Jane, that five people in your family got shot by the same person. 
Would you start to draw the conclusion that maybe he had it in for your family? Or would you 
think, well, I can't start to draw connections between things. It's just a bunch of coincidences that 
the same guy shot five people in my family.  

Jane: I think that's irrelevant. You know, this is hypothetical. All you're doing is inflaming the 
situation, sir, and I find this very poor professionalism.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Thanks for your call. 

Introducing the last half hour of the program, Mark Sutcliffe did refer to the black community's 
accusation in the following terms:  

Let's talk about some of the issues that have arisen this morning after the accusation of racism 
yesterday by members of Ottawa-Carleton's black community after a 49 year-old man was shot 
four times by Ottawa-Carleton Police in his apartment. 

He was not alone in making such an assessment. The next caller put the point in somewhat 
similar terms:  

Mark Sutcliffe: Good morning, Angie.  

Angie: Yes, hello, good morning. I just want to make a comment. It is quite strange how people 
comment, blacks and whites and whatever, comment complaining now about the police and their 
racism. In fact, if they had this racism acts to them, why hadn't they complained to the 
department, have the department investigate, but all of a sudden people are remembering now 
these racism acts performed by the police department. And with the family also, if you have a 



relative and you cannot hear from them, why don't you go over to the place itself where the 
relative lives and find out? Why do you have to call the police right away?  

Mark Sutcliffe: That's a good question.  

Angie: That's why I do not understand. And yes, all the facts are not in, and I am black myself, 
and I would like to say that I think the black community are jumping to conclusions, as well as 
the whites also. No one knows for sure what exactly took place. ... 

And, finally, the second-to-last caller of the morning became involved in the following exchange 
with Mark Sutcliffe:  

Irene: Yes, hello. I think the black community is being victimized by these organized groups 
that are trying to stir up racism in order to get contributions to their so-called groups. I think it's 
really, really awful and I think the black people should wake up and realize what's happening.  

Mark Sutcliffe: You think it's political cynicism on the part of...?  

Irene: Oh, yes. It's definitely organized groups that going after this situation, probably to... you 
know, they're drumming up fear among the black community themselves. 

 

Appendix B 
The Mark Sutcliffe Show of January 3 

Mark Sutcliffe again sat in for Steve Madely on the early morning show of January 3. His 
opening remarks referred to the show of the 2nd and where he expected to take the show of the 
3rd.  

I'm Mark Sutcliffe in for Steve Madely this morning. Steve is back on Monday. We had a very 
interesting show yesterday in the aftermath of the shooting by police of Francis Nicholls, the 49 
year-old man, on Preston Street. We opened up the phone lines yesterday and just let people talk 
about their feelings in the hours after this shooting. A lot of accusations of racism against police, 
a lot of people defending the police and giving the police the benefit of the doubt and revealing 
how people feel that police have a tough job to do and they should have the ability to defend 
themselves. This morning, we have new information that has come from comments from the 
lawyers representing the police officer, the lawyer representing Francis Nicholls. We have more 
information from police this morning. We'll go through that information and we'll also try and 
get in touch this morning with some of the lawyers involved, get more details on exactly what 
happened on New Year's Day when Francis Nicholls was shot and whether race is a factor in this 
case, or not. That's coming up this morning on CFRA. It's 06:11. 

After the break, the host added the following comments:  



We still don't have the complete picture and we may never have the complete picture, but we're 
getting more and more information together. What was interesting about yesterday's show is that 
without the complete picture, people were very willing to talk about it and it was as though it 
revealed... I think yesterday's show revealed that certain people are predisposed to have different 
thoughts about a topic like racism and about a topic like a police officer shooting a black person. 
People are predisposed to have certain thoughts about that. ... Certain people are predisposed to 
say police were wrong in that situation. Certain people are predisposed to say that because the 
man was black that there must have been racism involved on the part of police, if the man was 
shot. And other people are predisposed to say the police must have had a reason if they shot the 
man. ... We're going to go through some more of the comments from Bill Carroll [the lawyer 
representing the two police officers]. He's very upset -- the lawyer for the two police officers -- at 
how quickly some members of the black community responded yesterday and even on 
Wednesday when they showed up at the scene of the crime... at the scene of the shooting, rather, 
at the scene of the shooting just half an hour after the bullets had been fired, very upset that some 
people are predisposed to immediately accuse the police of racism when a black man is shot. 
We'll talk some more about that coming up this morning. 

After a few callers, and following a break, Mark Sutcliffe reported that "We reached lawyer Bill 
Carroll who represents the two police officers who were involved and he had some comments in 
this morning's papers about his thoughts on what happened and the quick response that the black 
community had." Carroll was unwilling to speak on the air; however, Sutcliffe also reached 
Emilio Binavince, the lawyer for the family of Francis Nicholls. They spoke at length. A part of 
that dialogue is excerpted here.  

Mark Sutcliffe: There have been a lot of allegations by people calling the radio station, by 
people speaking to the media suggesting that racism is a factor in this case. Do you consider it a 
factor?  

Emilio Binavince: It's too early to say anything about this. I think, as I said, in fairness to the 
officer and in fairness to Francis Nicholls, in fairness to the SIU, and to the public in general we 
should really stop making comments about what actually happened. I think the truth is very 
important. The community would like to know what actually happened, what is the motive 
behind it. And if there is any racism, I think the law will deal with that, but I do not really think 
that at this point in time, it will help anybody, very much less justice, to make any comments that 
he was holding a knife, he was attacking these people and that's why he was shot. And I don't 
really think that I would like to make any comments about racism. If there was racism, I think it 
should be dealt with severely. I don't know why they acted like this, but we have to know the 
facts. I do not really think that this is a case in which there was any need for police intervention, 
much less a need for shooting. Until we know the facts of whether there was racism, I don't think 
I should comment on that at this point.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Do we know whether the police knew that Francis Nicholls was black before 
they arrived at his home?  

Emilio Binavince: I think they knew. 



Much of the first hour and a half of the program had to do with new facts and the procedures 
which the police and the SIU would be following. At 7:40 Sutcliffe provided another summary 
of the state of the discussion and the issues of the day relating to the Nicholls shooting.  

This morning, the focus has shifted in the speculation about what happened on January 1st when 
Francis Nicholls was shot by Ottawa-Carleton Regional Police. The focus has shifted away from 
what happened after police went into Francis Nicholls' apartment and is now being focussed a 
little bit more on why police were there and why they went into the apartment. The lawyer for 
the family, for the Nicholls family, Emilio Binavince, speaking to us earlier this morning on 
CFRA said police should not have gone in the apartment. He says there were other solutions 
before they took down the door and went in that they could have turned to. But yesterday's calls 
about what happened on January 1st when we were on the air yesterday morning between 06:00 
and 09:00, we took dozens of calls from people with very strong feelings about the relationship 
between the police and Ottawa-Carleton's black community and they revealed some of the 
problems that the police have to face. Whether racism is a factor in this case or not, there is a 
perception problem in the black community that police have to deal with. 

The next guest on the show was Shiv Chopra, the acting President of the National Capital 
Alliance of Race Relations. Some of the Sutcliffe-Chopra dialogue follows.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Yesterday on CFRA, we took calls from people who were very angry with 
Ottawa-Carleton Police. We took calls from people who were defending the police and saying 
that they have a job to do. We took calls from other people saying they were very angry with the 
police and that there was a real problem of racial bias on the Ottawa-Carleton Police. There were 
people who showed up at the scene of the shooting at the apartment on Preston Street where 
Francis Nicholls was shot New Year's Day, half an hour after the incident happened, accusing 
police of racism. Certainly, at the very least, there is a problem for police to deal with here, at 
least a perception problem, wouldn't you say?  

Shiv Chopra: Certainly there's a question of perceptions from both sides. The affected party, the 
black youth feel harassed consistently and then from time to time, that amounts to more violent 
action by police. Whether it's necessary or not, that's not for me to comment on. That depends on 
each individual case. And what the police have to do, they have to do. But the problem here is 
from the community's perspective, when there's a divide between the two communities, those 
who are affected and those who think there should be no problem, then I think the communities... 
the problem is they're not coming together to discuss the problem, to look at the problem. And 
the police itself, not having as much race relations training as it was originally envisaged, and the 
Ontario government, the current Ontario government has been downplaying this all along. And 
then you have the question of the Police Association, that they have a job to do. So all these 
perceptions are playing right into it. The problems we have in the community of those who are 
involved in race relations, how do you put it across so that the people don't hold these very 
strong opinions against each other.  

Mark Sutcliffe: There certainly are a lot of players involved. When you look back to the Wayne 
Johnson case, the Jamaican-born Ottawa man who drowned in the Rideau River after he was 
pursued by police, in the aftermath of that case, the Police Association, as you mentioned, was 



commenting. Police were commenting. The SIU was involved. There were different members of 
the black community commenting. What do you do to get all these people together and start 
eliminating some of the big gaps there are between these different people in the community?  

...  

Shiv Chopra: Those are the only ways that one can handle these things because you have to 
develop... it's not anti-racism, it's race relations. After all, we are together. We have to live 
together, and those perceptions, which are very often wrong, they have to be changed by talking 
to each other, by bringing people together. But the government is not helping. They think... they 
are playing to the counter lobby. It could be the Police Association. It could be the outright 
racists who are saying all this is is unnecessary work. So therefore, from time to time, it erupts 
into a major problem. And the only time it's noticed is when somebody gets shot.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Isn't it harmful as well, though, when 30 minutes after an incident happens, 
before anybody can really know what was behind the shooting, that there are certain people on 
the scene who are accusing police and verbally attacking police for racism?  

Shiv Chopra: Well, you see, if you were a family and your young son or somebody got shot and 
those people who are around, they want to know what it is and what happened and so forth, and 
of course there is a lot of emotion.  

...  

Mark Sutcliffe: Is this the responsibility of the police force to improve its race relations, to have 
more training? Is it responsibility of the provincial government to provide more funding and 
more opportunity for that? But is there also the responsibility of members of the black 
community to perhaps wait and attempt to be a little more restrained before they immediately 
accuse police of racism in every case where a black person is involved?  

Shiv Chopra: That may be so, but on the other hand, what do we call a black community? It's 
not something that's organized, that's standing out there. All they feel is, frequently, is 
complaints from their youth coming home that they were stopped and harassed and so whether 
it's true or not. But if that's what they hear every day, then how do you tell them not to arrive at 
the scene when something like that happens because they say, well, we've been telling you this is 
going to happen.  

...  

Mark Sutcliffe: And you're saying the solution is more training for police and also more talking, 
more interaction between police and members of the black community?  

Shiv Chopra: Absolutely. That's the only way we can... We are an industrial society. We have 
an enormous amount of flux in society. People are coming in. New immigrants are here, and the 
youth of those immigrants who are born in Canada, they look like immigrants but they're not. 
Large numbers have now increased and they are Canadian-born youth, and yet they're treated as 



immigrants just because they are of a different colour, and that is the kind of thing that charges 
up the emotions. We have to make people aware that these are Canadians. They're not... they 
may be relatively new Canadians, and nevertheless they are Canada-born Canadians. And all this 
kind of thing, all this kind of information has to be presented to the communities, and police are 
part of that community. They're here to serve the community. They're employed by the 
community. And so therefore they are public servants.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Mr. Chopra, thank you very much for joining us this morning. Unfortunately, 
we are out of time, but I appreciate your talking to us. 

The interviews with Emilio Binavince and André Marin (for which the transcription is not herein 
provided) were replayed following the 8:00 a.m. news. At around 8:40, Sutcliffe tried to 
encourage callers in the following terms:  

Having heard all the new information today, what are your thoughts on the role of the police in 
the shooting of Francis Nicholls, on the province's involvement in the Special Investigations 
Unit, on the possible gap that exists and the perception problem that police have to overcome in 
the black community? 

He had the following dialogue with a caller who had responded to his prompting:  

Audrey: Good morning. Mark, I think it's totally and completely inappropriate that you should 
be discussing this whole situation at the length you're going to. We're going to have an 
investigation and I think that is sufficient. I truly think it is totally inappropriate, not good for 
either side.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Why not?  

Audrey: Because you're an interviewer on the radio station. If you are in effect deciding who's 
guilty of what...  

Mark Sutcliffe: I haven't decided anything.  

Audrey: It hasn't been determined.  

Mark Sutcliffe: But I haven't been deciding anything. What have we decided? All we're doing is 
opening the...  

Audrey: You may not have decided but you're getting experts, so-called expert witnesses, pros 
and cons and I just think, as I say, it is totally inappropriate.  

Mark Sutcliffe: All we're doing is giving the public more information to consider.  

A later caller contradicted Audrey's point.  



Jason: Hi, good morning, Mark. Listen, just a couple of brief words mostly about what that lady 
said earlier about how you shouldn't be discussing this issue because it hasn't been settled yet or 
something like that. I think you're doing a really good job of bringing this issue out and having, 
as she said, so-called experts' pro and con from each side, sort of giving us different impressions, 
and I think that's really good and I think she's mixed up the radio network and the criminal 
justice system. I think it's important that you bring this out but that if the courts want to talk 
about it later, that's fine.  

Mark Sutcliffe: Jason, thanks for your call. 

That was the last call of the January 3 show.  

 

Appendix C 
The Lowell Green Show of January 3 

Lowell Green covered many issues during the course of the program. One of the principal ones 
was the shooting of Francis Nicholls. His opening remarks included the following statements:  

By the way, when are all the granola-crunchers going to learn, please? We had another one of 
those incidents during the weekend during which police shot a man who turned out to be black? 
Holy cats! You know what happened. Immediately, screams of racism reverberated off the Peace 
Tower, mostly from the loony leftists who are convinced that every cop is a racist pig and every 
person of colour or culture other than white Anglo Saxons is an absolute saint. As usual, cops 
hung out to dry. Oh, the press loves to do this, on the talk shows and in the press, except, except -
- I pat myself on the back -- on the Lowell Green Show. You didn't hear a single word about this 
yesterday on my show. Do you know why? I absolutely refused to discuss it yesterday until we 
had some further details. What the hell do we know? I mean, how can you comment on any of 
this until you get some details? Now, we have a few details. Ohh!!! It turns out the man who was 
shot has a number of prior convictions including, including, including three convictions for 
assaulting police officers. It also turns out that the knife he was wielding wasn't exactly the kind 
you butter bread with. Let's be honest here, okay? Let's just get honest here once, just for once on 
this program or any place else. Let's just get honest here, okay? This business of screaming 
racism every time a black person gets involved with the law does no one any good, least of all 
the black community. 

The first caller on the subject of the shooting had the following exchange with Lowell Green:  

Brian: I'm sick to my stomach.  

Lowell Green: What about?  



Brian: Ha!!! This thing about the blacks. It's getting way out of hand and it has been for many 
years and it's getting worse. Here, we have the black community without any information 
coming in, they're going [inaudible...].  

Lowell Green: Well, in fairness, Brian, not the entire black community. We've got to be fair 
here, and I'm going to be honest with you, too. I don't think it's so much the black community as 
the loony left. It's all the same old bunch, the granola-crunchers, the NDP has come out of the 
woodwork. They firmly believe every cop is a racist pig and everybody of colour is a saint. This 
is the standard belief of the average socialist in this country. 

Green entered into the following dialogue with another caller:  

Dwight: I want to talk a little bit about the [inaudible] who was shot on Preston Street. I think it's 
a real shame that it has to be brought back into the public eye and the police again put under the 
microscope. I think the ones who are accusing the police of being racist might want to put 
themselves in the policemen's shoes and if somebody came into their house with a knife and 
started to come towards them... They've never seen this person before and they had a gun in their 
hand, would they let that person walk right up to them and stab them or would they defend 
themselves?  

Lowell Green: Well, it's... you know, we can't speculate I don't think on that. The fact of the 
matter is that race has no bearing on this, okay? I don't think it serves anybody's purpose, 
including the black community to every time there is a black person involved, that racism is 
screamed. I mean, if a white person is shot or arrested or whatever, we don't scream racism. It's a 
fact that the police are doing their job, are trying to do their job. Why does racism have to crop 
up every single time that there is a black person involved here?  

Dwight: It seems to be their chief... it's their first instinct that it has to be racism. Like it can't be 
that this guy is a dangerous person and he could have very easily injured these policemen. If it 
would have been a black officer, which we have in Ottawa, if it would have been a black officer 
who shot that same black man, would racism be yelled, or would it have been, oh, he must have 
been dangerous and that's why he had to shoot him. They've got to look at it that way.  

Lowell Green: You see, what has happened in the community of Ottawa, and I am sure that it's 
happening in many others, is that there are many police officers who now say if they approach 
someone, for example, driving or whatever and they see that the person is black, they let them 
go. In fact, there is a phrase, a rather rude phrase in Ottawa that they use and what it means is "f" 
it. Let them go, because it's such a hassle. If it's a person of colour, it's just such a hassle. They'll 
have their names on the front page, et cetera. There'll be screams of racism, so as a consequence, 
in many cases, if you're of colour, the cops won't touch you.  

Dwight: Lowell, is it just a lack of respect for law enforcers in general because I was always 
taught as a kid, if a policeman says come here, you come here. If he says stop, you stop. Now, is 
that not being taught by the black community, or are they just [inaudible...]?  



Lowell Green: Well, I don't think we can single out the black community. I think it's not being 
taught in many homes. I mean, in many homes -- black, white, yellow, pink, purple or whatever -
- there is no respect for anyone or anything anymore, Dwight. I mean, let's be honest about it. 
Thanks for calling. 

Green later became involved in a dialogue with a white caller (who identified himself as such) 
who was a partner in an interracial marriage and who provided more personal sensitivities to 
some of the issues in the Nicholls case.  

Michael: I'm also in an interracial marriage so I can see the issue from both sides. Well, I'm 
talking about the Francis Nicholls case, of course. Before I met my wife, I thought the same way. 
Why in the hell do the black fellows yell racism before?  

Lowell Green: Well, it's not just them. It's the left. It's the loony left.  

Michael: Well, it's also the media feeding.  

Lowell Green: Yes, the media feeds it.  

Michael: But let me just say one quick thing here. The knee jerk reaction to me, talking to my 
wife, has nothing to do with the facts. My wife probably knows, or knows that it was self-
defence. It's just that when a white cop shoots a black man, it clouds her objective perception 
because of past experiences. I never saw racism before I met my wife. Since I met my wife going 
out, dating, being married, racism in Canada is very subtle. It's not like it is down in the southern 
States, and I think that it just boils their blood. It brings it up and it has nothing to do... If you ask 
any black person on the street, I'm sure they would say that it was justified, but it's this 
perception of this racism because there are isolated cases where racism is an issue.  

Lowell Green: I understand that. I think it's a very valid comment and hopefully it might bring 
about a better understanding of why some of these things happen. My feeling is that screaming 
racism, et cetera, does no one any good, least of all the black community.  

Michael: Right, but we do have to address it. There is a problem and for the whites to get mad at 
blacks for yelling racism or for blacks yelling racism...  

Lowell Green: Okay, let's deal with that, but let's deal with another issue here. This is a program 
where we call a spade a spade, okay, where we talk about the real issues of the day. There is a 
perception, and I think there's some validity, that we are letting into this country too many people 
from other races, particularly blacks, who are causing too many problems, that the blacks are 
involved in a disproportionate number of crimes in this country. Now, I think it's more than a 
perception. Certainly, if you go to the city of Toronto, I'm going to tell you right now that blacks 
are involved in a disproportionate number of crimes. Now, they're probably going to throw me 
off the air for saying this, but it's a fact, okay? So we see this and we also know that the great 
majority of blacks are law-abiding, taxpaying, hardworking citizens like everybody else. So it 
seems to me that the black community has got to address this as well. There are people coming 



into this country that should not be here and it seems to me that we all have a problem, but the 
blacks more so. Do you understand what I'm saying?  

Michael: Okay, I see what you're saying, but it's also a sad situation when... My parents live in a 
small town and we go home, and we're in the grocery store and a little kid and her older sister are 
running by us and the little kid turns to her big sister and says "You see that nigger?" And you 
know that that little kid is getting that from...  

Lowell Green: Oh, wait a minute. Hold it, Michael.  

Michael: Wait a minute. The kid is learning that from the parents.  

Lowell Green: Well, I would be very surprised if it happens that blatantly. I'm not denying that 
racism occurs, but I want to point something out to you, that racism is only going to increase in 
this country so long as we have people of some races involved in a disproportionate number of 
crimes. It just fuels the fires.  

Michael: Well, I agree with you there, but the thing is what are we going to do about it?  

Lowell Green: Well, I think... It seems to me that the black community has a special 
responsibility here. Now, this can be argued, okay, but my feeling is because they're the ones 
who are always being tarred with the same brush, it seems to me that this community, the black 
community has a special problem. They've got to work very hard, work with immigration 
officials to keep these bad asses out of here.  

Michael: Okay. But what about people of other colour that come in here, who are creating crime 
or, you know, getting in the media for...  

Lowell Green: They're not a visible minority. It's a special... I'm not saying that it's right or it's 
wrong. What I am trying to deal with is fact. If we see blacks involved in a disproportionate 
number of crimes, particularly violent crimes, it only fuels racism. If I am a black man and I see 
this, I'm going to work especially hard to make sure that some of these known criminals don't 
come in here from Jamaica, or wherever they're coming.  

Michael: Okay, but that's the fault of our immigration [inaudible...].  

Lowell Green: No, I think it's the fault of us all. You see, you can't just shuffle the responsibility 
off on a group of people. We all have a responsibility to make it a safer and better community.  

Michael: Okay, Lowell.  

Lowell Green: Would you not agree?  

Michael: I agree. 

He had more difficulty with one caller who refused to deal with the topic as he, the host, wished.  



Lowell Green: Brian in Ottawa, go ahead, please.  

Brian: Hello. I want to say something to you. Lowell, on behalf of the black community, I ask 
you not to cut off this. Don't cut off the phone.  

Lowell Green: No, no, Brian. You can't speak on behalf of any community.  

Brian: Okay.  

Lowell Green: You speak on behalf of yourself, Brian, and I'll let you.  

Brian: No.  

Lowell Green: Yes.  

Brian: Okay, I'll take it, but...  

Lowell Green: You speak for yourself. What do you want to say?  

Brian: Do not interrupt the conversation because...  

Lowell Green: I'll do whatever I want, Brian. I'm God on this program.  

Brian: The reason why there are so many thousands of people who are afraid to call you is 
because 99 per cent of everything that's said...  

Lowell Green: Brian, I'm not the issue here.  

Brian: ... on CFRA is from your voice. Only you speak to the point.  

Lowell Green: Brian, let's deal with the issue. I'm not the issue.  

Brian: Ninety-nine per cent of what is said on CFRA is from [inaudible...].  

Lowell Green: Brian, if you want to get onto the topic, I'll let you. I'm not the topic.  

Brian: Listen, Lowell, how old are you?  

Lowell Green: Brian...  

Brian: I just want to see how best I could reason with you.  

Lowell Green: Brian, I'm going to give you one more chance.  

Brian: Okay, that's fine.  



Lowell Green: You get onto the topic, or you're history.  

Brian: Okay. Lowell, do you remember Lynne Toupin?  

Lowell Green: Lynne Toupin? Yes.  

Brian: Yes, okay. Do you remember Jack Bordier(ph)?  

Lowell Green: What's the point here?  

Brian: Lowell, can you... I didn't finish.  

Lowell Green: Brian, you are finished. I gave you three chances to get onto the topic and stop 
insulting me and you refused to do it, so you're history. 

 


