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I. The Complaint 

The following e-mail complaint dated June 10, 1999 was sent to the CRTC’s Head Office which 
forwarded the matter to the CBSC in due course: 

I wish to make a complaint regarding the June 9th Jerry Springer show, which aired between 10 
pm and 11 pm on CFMT television (Rogers cable 14 in Ottawa). 

On the show, a woman complained that, during sex with her boyfriend, he intentionally vomited 
on her as a sexual fetish. Apparently, her boyfriend wanted to continue practising this fetish, but 
the woman did not. Her boyfriend then appeared on the show, and told her he had found another 
woman who enjoyed this fetish. This new woman then appeared on stage, in black vinyl pants 
and bra. The man got up to greet the woman, and, while embracing her, proceeded to 
intentionally vomit all over the woman. I can assure you that this was shown explicitly and 
graphically, with nothing to the imagination. They focussed on the woman, covered in green 
stomach bile, frequently for the next five or ten minutes. At one point the woman said "I love the 
taste", took some on her finger and appeared to place it in her mouth. 

While I find the Jerry Springer show distasteful in general, I found that this particular segment to 
be disgusting, repulsive, degrading and dehumanizing, and for these reasons I believe the show 
to be in contravention of Canadian broadcast standards. If the Springer show can show this, what 
will they show next? Urination? Defecation? 

I ask that you take whatever action is appropriate against the station which aired this show. 

I thank you and I look forward to hearing from you. 

II. The Broadcaster’s Response 

The Executive Vice President of CFMT-TV responded to the complainant’s letter on July 7th, 
1999 with the following: 

We have received your complaint with regard to the June 9th broadcast of "The Jerry Springer 
Show." We agree with your basic point of view that the topic of the program was in bad taste and 
stretched the boundaries of even late night television. 



As a result of this particular broadcast, CFMT has decided to put "The Jerry Springer Show" 
under serious review beginning with the Fall season 1999 for 90 days of evaluation. 

You may or may not know that the distributors and producers of the program have made a 
commitment at this time to alter the direction of the content of the program. There is also talk of 
the program itself being purchased by another enterprise in the near future. 

These two developments have made "The Jerry Springer Show" very much a watch file for our 
programming people and we will be waiting for these results to make our decision. We will be 
asking the distributors for the right to delete and substitute different episodes once the ownership 
issue is resolved. 

Inasmuch as CFMT takes your points to heart and the program will be under additional scrutiny 
this fall, we must point out that the program has a reputation for being "over the top," outrageous 
and somewhat sensational. However it does not contravene the CBSC standards and is run after 
the 9 p.m. watershed hour for adult themes. We also ran the appropriate disclaimers at the 
beginning of the program in accordance with CBSC standards. 

We know "The Jerry Springer Show" is not to everyone's taste but many, many viewers are loyal 
and consider it entertainment. 

 


