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Partial Transcript of the April 6, 1999 Broadcast of "Afternoons with Larry Updike" 

Caroline Siefert (Reporter): "...Chief Louis Stevenson and a bunch of the elders 
are speaking, just to basically say "We are being unfairly treated and we want jobs." 
And what Chuck just mentioned about pepper spray [sic], they didn’t spray the 
pepper spray directly into the faces of the demonstrators here. The police shot it 
upwards into the ceiling area of the foyer (...) so no-one was shot directly with the 
pepper spray". 

... 

Caroline: Well, it started off, Larry, with Chief Louis Stevenson calmly talking to this 
five hundred, about five hundred native members, and I was standing there, as 
another, you know, protestor / demonstrator, but then Chief Louis Stevenson said 
"We have a right to be in there, let’s go", but then all of a sudden, out of nowhere, I 
got trampled and it was just absolutely ludicrous the way they ran up into the 
Legislature demanding to get in. First of all, a throne speaking to invitation only, the 
public is not allowed [sic]. Second of all, there were about a dozen native leaders, 
including Chief Louis Stevenson and Assembly of Manitoba Chief Rod Bushie who 
were allowed in. They got in, and were able to go up the stairs, I guess, and then 
they came out moments later, but, I mean, it was sad to see these people demand 
to go into a building where no-one else was going in, I mean the public was not 
invited. Why should they have the right to go in? 

Larry: So, then, you’re speaking as a person here. I mean, what you were witness 
to, it sounds like to me, and I’m an opinionated guy, is opportunistic hooliganism. 

Caroline: Yeah, and not only that, but they pushed and shoved so hard that one of 
their elderly native women was crushed (...) At that point, they went down to see 
how she was doing, because, you know I was crushed too; the Natives pushed me 
away, said "Get away from here, you’re just trying to make money off of this". I was 
absolutely in shock. 

Larry: (...) Who is using who [sic]? Who is using who [sic]? 

... 

Larry: But, as far as you’re concerned, Caroline, given the context you’ve provided 



for us, calm peaceful, then someone said "Let’s go in". It sounds almost staged. 

Caroline: You know what, it does, and I feel really badly because, I don’t want to 
discriminate at all Larry, but I think this was totally uncalled for. This is my personal 
opinion. I didn’t see any need for the pushing and shoving, the throwing of the 
garbage. I didn’t see the need for the verbal abuse that the sheriff’s officers and the 
police officers had to take, there was no need for that today. 

... 

Larry: Now, the reports of the use of pepper spray may be misconstrued out there 
because people can hear something or be in on the way and hear pepper spray 
and then go "Oh, my God" [sic], but the truth of the matter is while pepper spray 
was utilized, it was not sprayed on anybody directly. Can you confirm? 

Chuck: Yeah, that’s one of the things that has confirmed as well. I noticed the 
pepper spray when they were coming up the stairs because what happened is that 
the Premier was supposed to give a press conference at 12:30. That was delayed. 
All the media was [sic] downstairs waiting. Then, all of a sudden, we could hear 
something was going on upstairs. Everyone rushed upstairs. The Premier didn’t 
talk, in fact [sic]. But what the pepper spray [sic], what happened is, the crowd was 
getting so unruly, they were crawling over top of the security guards, they were 
crawling over the guys in riot gear and getting on to the floor. It was a tug-of-war 
between the two sides, pushing through. You’ve got to imagine these doors. It’s just 
two doors, the normal size you might have in your house. Maybe three, three-and-
a-half feet wide. So there’s not a lot of room for people to get through. (...) So, what 
happened was, they pepper-sprayed up into the air, just so it would get into the air 
and be more of a deterrent. It ended up being a lot of a deterrent to the media who 
were behind the police. We got a good brunt of it because it would come back in 
from the wind blowing in. So I don’t know how much actually got outside, but a lot 
did get inside. 

Larry: So it did it’s job essentially. 

Chuck: Exactly. The pepper spray wasn’t intended to...it wasn’t sprayed directly 
into the eyes of the protestors. 

... 

Larry: (...) Given the time that elapsed since the event and the context that’s now 
been provided, do you think this was called for at all? Have your say right now. 

... 



Caroline: (...) Some of the natives blocked some of the invited guests. (...) 

Larry: (...) Were they roughed up? 

Caroline: There was one gentleman, a middle-aged man, who was trying to push 
his way through. It had calmed down for a bit, so he thought he could get up there. 
All of a sudden, he got trapped when everyone started to push from behind. I don’t 
think it was intentional that because he was there they started to push, but he did 
get roughed up a bit (...). 

... 

Rick #2: You know, I’m thoroughly disgusted by the whole thing, Larry, and if 
they’re trying to get a message or if they’re looking for support or empathy, well 
they just lost it with me. There’s no doubt that there’s been a lot of concerns, 
injustices, but how the heck can anyone rally around this kind of activity? I hope the 
cameras were rolling when the police cars were surrounded and the people 
escaped and the people that opened the doors and let them get out, I hope they’re 
arrested. I hope the court just lay the lumber at these clowns, because this is 
absolutely ridiculous. You want to demonstrate, right, it’s a free country, we’re 
allowed to demonstrate, but when you start turning it into a violent confrontation, 
and forcing the police’s hand, they’ve got anything and everything coming to them, 
and they deserve it all. I hope the law takes heed and does the job. 

... 

John: I agree with Rick, these people are downright stupid. You want to put a point 
across, do it legally and without violence. I mean, they start doing that, you got to 
use deadly force. That’s the only way you can stop this group. If you’ve ever been 
involved in a riot, and I have, and I know what it’s like, it can be deadly. 

Larry: I was caught unwittingly in the middle of the Vancouver riot, and watched a 
man fall to his death. 

John: Yes, yes. 

... 

Tony: "I would like to comment on the negative press that all the natives are getting 
(...)". 

Larry: "Can I ask you if you’re an aboriginal individual yourself?" 

Tony: "Yes, I am". 



... 

Jack: I have it on good authority from someone from the reserve, who still has 
relatives on the reserve, that these Natives were each payed $75 for this protest. 

Caroline: Well, I can’t confirm that one. 

Larry: I can’t confirm that either. 

... 

Larry: (...) People trying to get over, bodysurfing is the term, some made it into the 
building, the throwing of objects, like full pop cans, the police in riot gear, full 
paraphernalia, protecting four entrances, the use of pepper spray, not sprayed 
directly on people, but sprayed up so it would come down to drive people away. It 
was mental. 

Caroline: It was. That’s a good word. (...) That peaceful demonstration was no 
longer even a demonstration. 

Larry: (...) Let’s be clear on this point. That statement that generated all of the 
violence was not true in this respect. The throne speech is for invited guests, and 
among the invited guests was [sic] aboriginal people themselves. (...) As a 
trivialization of whatever legitimate issue they do have, and an opportunistic form of 
exploitation. What do you think? 

Gord: (...) Don’t you kinda [sic] think that the Chief that said "We have the right to 
go in. Let’s go", shouldn’t he be charged with inciting a riot? 

Larry: I don’t know what options are available. 

Caroline: That’s interesting. I’ve never thought about that. 

Bob: But you know what will happen. Nothing will happen. We never do anything 
here. I’m still horrified that our flag being defaced by Serbians and nothing’s ever 
done to these people [sic]. Maybe it’s a sign of things to come because we just let 
these things go. We let them slide. 

... 

Caroline: You know what, we’d be sitting here, Larry, regardless if it were 
aboriginals, nurses, construction workers... 

Larry: That’s right. It’s not about a specific group of people. 



Caroline: That’s exactly it. I would be sitting here today saying the same thing that I 
am saying if it were 1,000 nurses storming that building. 

Larry: You said earlier that the nurses protest, which involves some creativity, the 
wearing of boots and carrying of umbrellas, and the peaceful kind of demonstration, 
which makes the same kind of attempt to make their point, has far more credibility 
than somebody from the nurses union on the steps saying "We have the right to go 
in there to an invite-only event. Let’s go". 

... 

Larry: And so it doesn’t matter what form that takes even if the forms are 
illegitimate, are the product of civil disobedience, the illegal civil disobedience, that 
doesn’t matter, and the people here who frankly, sir, while we recognize that 
historically a role in the displacement of your people, most of us, most of the people 
listening to me and myself, when I go to my home at night, I don’t sit and say, "I did 
something to them." I didn’t do anything to you. I didn’t do anything to you, Patrick. 
Most of the citizens didn’t. It’s a bum rap [sic] on people who are just trying to make 
a go of life the way they live it. We can’t help that we’re not aboriginal and we 
certainly didn’t take part in your displacement. Our ancestors did. But then that 
opens up the question to what extent do we have responsibility? Maybe we make 
mistakes in that respect, but Caroline is not going to go home and say I trundled on 
some aboriginals today, because she doesn’t do that. 

... 

Larry: So what kind of world do you want Patrick? (...) Let me finish (...) 

... 

Larry: Are you going to get respect by encouraging and inciting a young little 
aboriginal girl who doesn’t know what she is doing to throw a full can of pop at a 
police officer? 

... 

Larry: It comes down to credibility (...) It frustrates the hell out of me because it 
doesn’t matter how accommodating you try to make yourself sound to somebody 
from a different culture, or how much sympathy you may have for that. He doesn’t 
know that my own father published five books on native art when the aboriginals 
weren’t doing it. (...) I know a lot about aboriginal culture and I’m not racist and I’m 
not wrong on this one either. 

... 



John: This topic really makes my blood boil, Larry, because your second to last 
caller said he wanted respect for his people, but I remember reading an article in 
the paper a little while ago where his own chief (...) taking money, embezzling 
money from his own people and walking off with it. And now they want respect from 
us. Take a look at themselves. How much money have we as a nation given to the 
native people? (...) It’s time to say "Hey, stand up on your own feet and support 
yourself; we’re not going to give you any more money." What do they think about 
that? He wants respect. Well, how about we cut off all the money we’ve been giving 
them? We’re giving millions and millions of dollars every year to them, and then 
they want more and want respect and break our laws and think it’s not good 
enough. It just makes my blood boil. 

... 

Mark: The original people of this land are given the option of living their old lifestyle, 
pre-Conquest, or to live within Western standards, i.e. education, employment, 
services, etc., and all of this is subsidised by taxpayers, of whom very few of them 
are First Nations. Neither lifestyle seems acceptable to these people. On the whole, 
from an archeological standpoint, these people are no different today than they 
were 500 years ago. They had no respect for resources, they tended to both 
exhaust all of their resources, ruin an area of land, leave it, move on to another 
area of land, and not really care about settling down. And they never had very much 
respect for themselves. From a Conquest standpoint, the First Nations are fortunate 
to exist at all. 

Larry: (...) I can’t do a history lesson on the air with you. There’s a lot I take issue 
with you, Mark (...) 

Caroline: I just wanted to mention that people out there have the perception that 
this was another APEC protest but, you know, riot police and riot gear with batons 
beating people, that wasn’t the case. You didn’t see one police officer until you got 
to the doors of the Legislature. There was [sic] two of them blocking the doors so, 
unless you looked over the crowds, you couldn’t see anyone in riot gear. 

Larry: And there was no evidence of aggression on the part of the police, unlike 
APEC where the police were very aggressive (...) 

  
Partial Transcript of the April 7, 1999 Broadcast of "Adler on Line" 

Charles Adler: (...) Aboriginal leaders claim to be angry about unemployment and 
there is an appropriate way that most of members of mainstream society and many 
members of aboriginal society have found to deal with anger about unemployment. 
There’s a three word solution: get a job. 



Those who do work hard, many who often do two or three different jobs to make 
ends meet these days, many of these aboriginals have very little time for people 
who want a free ride through life, often get a ride that’s free, and then complain that 
the ride isn’t rich enough. (...) Following the protest, do you now have more 
sympathy for aboriginal demands. Yes or No? 

... 

Charles: As a journalist, what was going through your mind when Stevenson said 
"We have a right to be in there."? 

Caroline: Well, I was in shock. I didn’t think it was going to go to the steps. I didn’t 
think that this was going to instigate a riot. I didn’t think it was going to go that far 
(...) 

... 

Charles: A question a lot of people are asking this morning because there were 
accusations that police used excessive force. 

Caroline: Please, I was there. This wasn’t like an APEC summit riot. There was [sic] 
three officers in riot gear standing in the doorway. This was a three-foot wide glass 
door. (...) This is no way pulling out the batons and beating them at all. The Native 
demonstrators ran up and starting pushing, they made waves of pushing to try to 
get their way in. They were the ones that started it. They were the ones that were 
roughing up the riot police. The police were just there standing guard. 

... 

Suzanne: I’m a Winnipeger by birth and I’m really tired of the aboriginals ruining 
what I stand for on a regular basis. I think we’re a much larger group and we should 
start fighting back and ruining their stuff. I think that’s going to be the only solution. 
We’ll go onto their reserves, we’ll charge their holy days, we’ll make a mess of their 
lives. I think that’s the only thing the Indians understand. 

Charles: It is curious. If you’re looking for respect and you disrespect the 
institutions that keep this country orderly, what on earth are you expecting? 

... 

Charles: You don’t have to be a graduate of the Swiss finishing school to figure out 
that this is rude. 

... 



Charles: The fundamental issue is people exercising no responsibility. No 
responsibility yesterday on the grounds of the Legislature and no responsibility on 
their own reserves. That’s the issue. It’s called moral discipline. It’s called 
civilisation. And if you want to behave in an uncivilized manner, you don’t get any r-
e-s-p-e-c-t. 

... 

Caroline: Chief Louis Stevenson obviously instigated this riot by saying "Let’s get in 
there". Can he be charged? 

... 

Charles: (...) We’ve been trying to get in touch with some of the Chiefs. They have 
phones, they can call back if they choose to. We would love to hear from them. 

... 

Azine: (...) In psychology there’s the law, the law of faulty generalisation. And often 
times what that means is that the action of the few are looked upon to the actions of 
the many. Some of your callers earlier had a sense of animosity towards the native 
people. 

Charles: They have animosity towards people who violate the law and have no 
respect to the institutions that make Canada, Canada. It has nothing to do with 
animosity towards native people. Let’s be clear. 

Azine: In that case that’s fine. But I just want to make a general comment because 
to look it as a situation that this was just a group of people...it was a large number 
of people, but it’s a very small amount compared to the native population. Because 
these are the things that cause hatred from one group to another. 

Charles: They were led by their so-called leaders. 

Azine: Even leaders aren’t representative of the people themselves. (...) 

... 

Craig: (...) If it would have been me and my friends, I don’t think we would have 
been handled so well with velvet gloves as they were [sic]. I think the pepper spray 
should have came out a lot earlier from what I’ve seen on the tv. Also, this 
demonstration wasn’t about jobs, it was about money. They don’t want to work. 
They want money. (...) 

Charles: We had a number of accusations on Updike’s program yesterday 



afternoon from native folks calling in saying that the protestors were paid $75 each. 
That is not a confirmed story. It’s a story that’s out there. CJOB is trying to nail that 
down, trying to confirm it. If it’s true that the protestors were paid to do this, does 
that not corrode democracy. If it’s true that Native protestors were paid to express 
their political opinion, isn’t there not a moral equivalent between that and so-called 
vote-rigging [sic]. What’s the difference between paying a bogus candidate and 
paying a bogus protestor. And if it’s racist to try to corrupt native votes, is it not 
racist to try to corrupt native protestors? What is the difference? Is it not taking 
advantage of native people to pay them to do what was done yesterday? If it wasn’t 
spontaneous, how democratic was it? 

Jack: (...) comments on Caroline’s inaccurate reporting. She said there were three 
police in riot gear, there was [sic] twelve of them. I was right there. (...) And another 
thing, too, about pepper spray, they weren’t spraying for about 10-15 seconds and 
that didn’t have any effect on the people...they were right there and kept on going 
trying to get to the Legislature. 

Charles: So nobody got pepper spray in the eye? 

Jack: No. 

... 

Caroline: That’s wrong. First of all, what I said was there was [sic] three police 
officers in riot gear who got the brunt of the pushing and shoving (...) And what I 
said was there were 20-30 officers behind them also holding them in. So the three 
officers were getting the brunt of this demonstration. 

... 

Ness: (...) I was wondering if anyone has taken the time to total the millions and 
millions of dollars that have gone into the aboriginals right here in Manitoba? We 
have given them homes, we have given them community clubs, we have given 
them schools. We have given, given, given. 

Are you hearing the word I’m using? It’s give. 

Charles: What we haven’t given them is truth. A lot of people murmur silently to 
themselves or to their friends but they refuse to go public with what they believe is 
what is just and what is not just because they’re afraid of being called racist. And 
you know that. 

... 

Charles: (...) Do you think, honestly believe, that people in this community don’t 



know that? Do you think that the people of this community believe that the people 
running the reserves, the chiefs, are honest, have integrity? 

Stephanie: I just think that when I see the articles in the newspapers about how 
they have to live in third world conditions... 

Charles: That’s because the Chiefs don’t know how to distribute money, do they? 

... 

Charles: Anyone behind this microphone say that there were jobs on the reserve? I 
don’t believe in reserves, I don’t believe in living on reserves, I don’t believe in 
ghettos, I don’t believe in federal government policy. I believe in free enterprise, 
which does not exist on reserves. I believe in law and order, which does not exist. I 
believe in responsible government, that does not exist there. But if people want to 
get off and out of those ghettos and live in democratic society, there are jobs 
available. And that is why I say, "If you want work, get it. You’re angry about not 
having a job, get one". That is what people do. If the chiefs who are running 
dictatorships on these reserves haven’t figured out how to do free enterprise, what 
else is new? No silk sherlock. Nobody is expecting any. That’s something I’ve never 
understood. Whether you’re living on a reserve or not, you’re living in a community 
which is run by people who haven’t got a clue about how to create employment and 
opportunity. Who haven’t got a clue and don’t wish to. Why wouldn’t you move from 
that community? How many people do we have in Manitoba, I don’t care which 
town you go into, if you’re not an immigrant, your father, your great-grandfather, 
whatever. They came from somewhere. Why did they come from somewhere? 
Because the boneheads running those societies, I don’t care if they were Ukraine, 
or Hungary, or Cambodia, they didn’t care about opportunity for their people. They 
were oppressing their people. It is oppressive to tell somebody to stay in their 
community when you can’t find them work. So you go to where the work is so you 
can raise a family and pay the bills and have a decent job. Nobody behind this 
microphone is trying to say there’s lots of jobs on the reserves. (...) I’m just not 
interested in supporting boneheads and boneheaded arguments and it is absolutely 
boneheaded to respond to a legitimate argument by saying "Well, you must be 
racist, otherwise you wouldn’t say that". It is because I love you and respect you 
that I tell you the truth. It is a height of disrespect [sic] for me to go along with some 
company line (...) "If you don’t have a job, it’s because my people are oppressing 
your people". Get on with it. 

  
Partial Transcript of April 7, 1999 Broadcast of "Afternoons with Larry Updike" 

Larry: (...) Do you think the instigators of the protest should be charged? (...) Yes, I 
have received a lot of reaction to yesterday’s show, some of which were [sic] highly 
critical of my conduct of it because it was said by some aboriginal people that I 



allowed the casting of negative aspersions on people who had nothing to do with 
what when on at the Legislature yesterday, and would not. So, I’ll take that. That’s 
fine. (...) 

Chris: (...) For starters, most of those chiefs should be going to jail for fraud. The 
fact that, from what I’ve heard from CJOB in the last weeks, if they’re taking most of 
the money and squandering it amongst themselves and not even giving it to the 
people that really do need it. And secondly, the chiefs did in fact start that protest. I 
was driving right by and I was listening to you guys and I hear the tape where he 
says "Let’s get in there". I mean that’s frankly unheard of. They’re not cordially 
invited, then they shouldn’t even be in there. I agree with the protest totally, but I 
disagree with the way they performed themselves, unprofessionally in the greatest 
manner. 

... 

Tom: First of all, as an aboriginal person, I don’t think you’re racist. (...) 

... 

Jeff: If you were an aboriginal and your people in this country were treated unfairly, 
let’s just say unfairly, I don’t want to delve into all specific issues [sic], but let’s just 
say unfairly for hundreds of years, and you found out that the Canadian government 
was ready to bring over 5,000 refugees from a country thousands of miles away 
and were prepared to spend in excess of $100 million to bring these people here for 
6 months, short-term stay, six months, what would you think about that, if they had 
$100 million to drop at the drop of a hat, but they weren’t ready to help you with 
housing and jobs and the other problems you have. 

Larry: I’ll try to answer it on a couple of fronts. Number one, it’s a hypothetical 
question that I can’t answer, so I’ll speculate with you. My recollection is that in the 
last year the federal government made a formal apology for their treatment the 
aboriginal people to the tune of $750 million, that on top of the millions and millions 
that go unaccounted for. That is one of the problems – accountability among some 
of the aboriginal leadership itself and I’m hearing that from aboriginal people. Now 
let’s go to the Kosovo matter (...) 

... 

Rick: I really can’t help but wonder that the incident yesterday has divided more so 
than anything Winnipeg and Manitoba. I’ll tell you one thing, Larry. I’m a white male 
and I’m by no stretch of the imagination a racist. I could care less what your colour 
is, what your ethnic background is or whatever. But, Larry, I’m sick and tired of a lot 
of the stuff that is occurring with the aboriginal people, but that affects you and I 
[sic]. Like I said, I really believe that this is going to start dividing us more than bring 



 

us together. 

Larry: I agree with you. Let’s look at things from two sides. I do believe, and we’ve 
heard on recent programs here, that there’s a lack of accountability as far as the 
receipt and expenditure of moneys is concerned, vis-à-vis certain native leaders. At 
the same time, those who are giving the money are also part of the system that kind 
of skims stuff off for themselves. The institutions that are set-up, the government 
ones, to help the aboriginals, become institutionalized themselves and it’s not even 
in their interest for the province to go away because they don’t get the money 
either. The whole thing is, there’s a lot of corruption that covers the waterfront, I 
think. 

... 

Larry: (...) I’m being honest, but take it for what it’s worth...this is the way I believe. 
It looks as though, it’s a demographic fact, in not too many years, we’re going to 
have a very high aboriginal population in this city. And you know what, I’m not afraid 
of that. If they can thrive. I don’t care about being a minority...I’m a tough guy, I 
don’t care about that crap. But we won’t get there, and they won’t get there, if we 
don’t solve some of this. 

... 

Dale: (...) I’m really fed-up with all this Indian stuff...their steady whining [sic]. But 
they don’t seem to want to do anything when you give them the opportunity. I used 
to work with sewer and water. We worked all over northern Manitoba, every reserve 
up there. It was the same thing. You’d get 15...you might get one that would work. I 
don’t know. You’d really have to go to the drawing board to solve this because all 
they want to do is whine. They don’t want to work.  

  
 


