
Appendix 
to CBSC Decision 99/00-133 

CITY-TV re a broadcast promo for SexTV 

 

I. The Complaint 

The following complaint dated November 3, 1999 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded 
to the CBSC in due course: 

"A MAN THINKS OF SEX EVERY 8 SECONDS" 

This, along with a pictorial of a nude woman, shown seductively by the camera from 
head to foot. Is this how we want to destroy the innocence of children? 

Seen at 7:15 p.m., prime time, during Seinfeld. Date, Tuesday November 2, 1999. 
Purpose to promote Sex TV on CITY-TV. 

I want this ad banned. If it isn't illegal, it is morally wrong, degrading to women, and 
harmful for children to see and think about how often their fathers, uncles, grandfathers 
think about sex. 

Surely you, the reader of this letter can understand how us parents feel. We are 
distressed at how there is a great lack of control we have over the large amount of 
sexual content our children are subjected to. 

I am counting on the CRTC to help us here. 

Thank you for your attention on this serious matter. 

On behalf of many, many parents. 

II. The Broadcaster's Response 

The Vice-President Communications, CITY-TV, dated November 26, 1999 with the 
following: 

The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council has forwarded your letter of complaint 
regarding a promotional spot that aired for "Sex TV" during "Seinfeld" on City-TV 
November 2nd. 

Upon looking into the promotional logs for that day, we discovered that due to a manual 
logging error, we did indeed air the spot you describe. The show in question has two 
promotional spots on the air, one specifically designed to run in the early prime time 
hours when children may be watching and one for airing post 9pm for an adult 



audience. Unfortunately, on that one particular occasion, the catalogue numbers for the 
two spots were mixed ant the wrong spot ran. Rest assured, I have personally met with 
our on air promotions people to ensure this does not happen again. 

Citytv has a long standing commitment to ensure our programming and promotion 
adhere with all community standards and have in fact, had our own in-house policy 
regarding issues of programming standards that predate the CBSC. We apologize for 
any embarrassment this may have caused you and your family. We appreciate all 
viewer complaints and compliments as this is the only way we can continue to improve 
our programming. 

The complainant was unsatisfied with the broadcaster's response and requested, on 
January 4, 2000, that the CBSC refer the matter to the Ontario Regional Council for 
adjudication. 

 


