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CTV re W-Five (Swingers) 

   

 

I.        The Complaint 

The following complaint dated February 2, 2000 was initially sent to the CRTC, which 
forwarded it to the CBSC in due course: 

Dear Sir/Mdm.: 

While watching the CTV program W5 last evening (8:00-9:00 p.m., AST), I was dismayed to see that it 
had a segment devoted to "Swingers" (people who exchange spouses for sexual purposes). What I found 
disturbing was that the segment showed complete frontal female nudity and also a male fondling the 
breasts of a female. I that this was highly inappropriate for the time slot allotted to the program. The only 
conclusion I can draw from this lack of judgement on CTV’s part is that it will stop at nothing to attract 
viewers to its programs. Obviously since it cannot seem to regulate itself and exercise prudent judgement 
when showing this type of program, perhaps the government should direct them in what is appropriate 
and what is not for the particular time slots. 

II.       The Broadcaster’s Response 

The Vice President (News) and Executive Producer of W5 responded to the 
complainant’s letter on March 2, 2000 with the following: 

This letter is in response to your E-mail to the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council about a W-Five 
segment titled "Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice 2000" which aired February 1st 2000. 

1. Your correspondence states "this was highly inappropriate for the time slot allotted to the program." 

CTV News responds: 

Mr. B, if you were offended by the program, we apologize. It was not our intention to offend anyone. 

W-Five clearly warned viewers before the documentary began, that the subject matter was intended for a 
mature audience. This warning was repeated half-way through the documentary. Viewers had the option 
to switch channels or turn the television off. 

The program originated from CTV in Toronto. This segment was broadcast in different time zones across 
the country. In the Eastern Time zone it aired at 10:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m., while in some parts of the 
country between 8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. We at CTV are sensitive to who is watching our news 



programming at different times of the day. We regularly edit out violent images from war zones or crime 
scenes that we deem to be gratuitous. Similarly we edit out images where the only purpose is to titillate. 
While we edit out material, we also seek to achieve a balance in presenting images that illustrate a story 
or issue. 

The McSorley stick swing incident is a case in point. It was a horrible and violent picture but at the same 
time it was we believe, important to use the images throughout the broadcast day in the context of 
reporting on hockey violence. While a TV movie or drama about hockey violence might be restricted to 
late hour viewing, news and public affairs programming is different and must have the ability to report on 
topics some may consider sensitive or offensive. 

When the subject of a documentary is relationships and human sexuality, it is important to illustrate the 
issue in a limited and tasteful fashion without being pornographic or obscene. Eighty percent of the 
documentary was composed of on-camera interviews with individuals explaining in their own words, and 
willingly, their interests in this lifestyle. The pictures used for this program were carefully filmed and edited 
so as not to be salacious or prurient. 

Allow me to explain why we chose to report on this topic. 

CTV has a responsibility to report on all aspects of Canadian society, including issues about morality. 
This obligation is set out in The Broadcasting Act which states broadcasters should: 

"provide a reasonable opportunity for the public to be exposed to the expression of differing views on 
matters of public concern..." 

We believe morality is an issue of public concern. As with most important issues, there are many varied 
and divergent ideas. The W-FIVE documentary reported on the resurgence and renewed interest in the 
swingers’ lifestyle and we believe it was an appropriate topic that reflects some circumstances of 
contemporary Canadian life. 

It is our opinion that this programming complies with all applicable industry codes and guidelines. We 
thank you for taking the time to write with your concerns and hope you will find other topics covered by W-
Five to be of interest to you in the future. 

III. Additional Correspondence 

The complainant was unsatisfied with the broadcaster’s response and sent the following e-mail on March 
21, 2000: 

I received this somewhat self-serving and arrogant reply from CTV regarding my original complaint. I 
believe my original point that this program was inappropriate for the time slot was totally glossed over. 

Please notice that they showed this particular program at a later time slot in other markets, but chose to 
air it in the Maritimes during a time when children would be watching. The Maritimes should have been 
given the same consideration as the rest of the country. 

I would like to thank CTV for summoning its resources to inform us about the deviant sexual habits of the 
unwashed and toothless, and for resurrecting a story that is at least thirty years old. The organization is 
certainly on the cutting edge of news journalism. Forgive the sarcasm, but in this case, I think it is highly 
deserved. 

I would like to pursue this matter further, what are my options?  



 


