
 

Appendix 

to CBSC Decision 00/01-183 

CFCF-TV re the premier episode of The Dark Angel 

 

The Complaint 

The following  complaint dated October 4, 2000 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded to 
the CBSC in due course: 

To Whom it may concern, 

At 8:00 pm last night (Oct. 3, 2000), I was channel surfing, and stopped briefly on channel 12, CFCF, a 
CTV affiliate.  I watched only for a few minutes, but that was enough for me to hear one woman call 
another woman a "bitch".  The show turned out to be the premiere episode of The Dark Angel. 

This type of language seems entirely inappropriate for such an hour, perhaps at any hour on a network 
which broadcasts over the public airwaves.  I always thought certain words were not allowed to be used 
on the television unless it is on certain cable channels to which one must pay extra to subscribe.  The 
Broadcasters act of 1991 expressly forbids profanity from being used on shows which broadcast over the 
public airwaves and yet it is creeping into more and more shows.  These standards seem to be eroding 
away more and more as networks try to compete with cable channels. 

I think this trend should be stopped.  For those who want that kind of programming, let them subscribe to 
cable channels.  For the sake of the rest of us, please enforce the standards. 

Broadcaster Response 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant's letter on October 23, 2000 with the 
following: 

The CBSC has asked me to respond to your e-mail of October 4, 2000 in reference to the premiere 
episode of The Dark Angel. 

First of all, I want you to know that this program is normally scheduled from 9:00 to 10:00 pm.  On this 
occasion it has been scheduled from 8:00 to 10:00 pm to accommodate the 2 hour premiere. 

The day before, CTV informed us that they were going to produce a Pierre Trudeau Farewell Show from 
9:00 to 11:00 pm that night which meant we had to move the two-hour premiere of The Dark Angel to 
7:00 to 9:00 pm. 

All our programs are screened for profanity and on many occasions we have deleted words from various 
shows, especially movies in prime time.  



On this occasion, the girl used the word "bitch" in what we know as a derogatory term, however, the word 
"bitch" is a word in the English language (a female canine).  I wish the girl had not stated this word in that 
manner, although it's not something we would have edited out. 

If the program had gone as scheduled (8:00 to 10:00 pm), this word would have been used just shortly 
after 9:00 pm, a more acceptable time. 

Once again, thank you for your concerns and taking the time to write. 

  

   

 


