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Bravo! re the documentary film Give Me Your Soul 
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I.          The Complaint  

The following complaint of July 30, 2001 was submitted via the CBSC 
on-line complaint form: 

My husband and I were shocked and appalled when we sat down to 
watch the 6pm news and happened upon "Give me your soul" which 
was airing on BRAVO! Friday evening. 

BRAVO! exercised poor judgment in choosing to broadcast such 
pornographic and inappropriate subject matter when young viewers 
have access to the TV. 

Our objective in voicing our concern is to protect our teenagers at this 
impressionable age by bringing this issue to the attention of Shaw 
Cable systems, the CBSC and BRAVO! who all have a mandate to 
regulate program content during prime time. 

We trust that you will take this matter seriously. 

II. The Broadcaster's Response 

The Director of Programming and Acquisitions responded to the 
complainants via e-mail on August 13, 2001 with the following: 

I am responding to your complaint to the Canadian Broadcast 
Standards Council regarding the telecast of the above program on 
Bravo! on Friday, July 27. 

Give Me Your Soul is a documentary produced by the National Film 
Board of Canada examining the commercial pornography industry. It 
was designed to offer an objective view of a controversial subject and 
elicit thoughtful discussion. But as the very title suggests, the program 
is strongly anti-pornography, revealing instead a world that is 
dysfunctional and dangerous. In this world - for instance - the 
experience of the young girl June is an object lesson to other young 
people as to the degradation and horror it presents. 



The National Film Board has commented on the making of this film: 
"Director Paul Cowan has tackled complex social issues in his 
filmmaking. His films have garnered many international awards, as 
well as an Oscar nomination. In Give Me Your Soul, Paul Cowan takes 
on a very challenging topic, one that many would choose to ignore. 
Pornography is a huge industry in North America that garners a profit 
of billions of dollars annually. Also, as the lines between pop culture 
and pornography continue to blur - in movies, music, videos, fashion - 
a documentary that takes a serious look at the industry contributes to a 
debate on the issues." 

The material is strong, but it is avoids [sic] sensationalism. We felt it 
was an important document to bring to an audience, provided it was 
suitably rated and prefixed with appropriate advisories. The program 
was rated 18+ and carried an advisory as to the language and mature 
subject matter contained in the program. It was broadcast at the 
watershed hour of 9.00p.m. in the province of origination. You should 
be aware that the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications 
Commission - the regulatory agency responsible for overseeing the 
broadcast industry - in consultation with members of the public and 
with the industry determined that 9.00p.m. in the province of 
origination constitutes the "watershed hour" in respect to program 
content for adult viewers. The program was previously broadcast on 
CBC's Newsworld, and according to the National Film Board, did not 
elicit strong viewer reaction. Yours is the only complaint Bravo! has 
received. 

We operate within regulatory guidelines in terms of watershed hours 
and rating requirements. To give you some additional background on 
how we decide what is suitable for air: we adhere to Canada's broadcast 
content guidelines, and take great care in selecting our programming 
material. Bravo! follows the Canadian Association of Broadcasters' 
(CAB) Code of Ethics, Guidelines on Sex-Role Portrayal and 
Guidelines on Violence in Television Programming, as well as our own 
programming policy. On Bravo! we try to present a balanced schedule 
of programming covering a wide range of subjects. But by its very 
nature, a channel related to the arts will include programming that may 
be controversial. 

Responsible television is a partnership between broadcasters and 
parents, and we do our best to provide parents with information to help 
them make viewing choices for their families. Appropriate ratings and 
advisories are designed as tools to aid parents in the monitoring of their 
children's viewing. Most of our viewers feel comfortable with the 
system of disclaimers and ratings that we provide. In addition, we have 
adopted the new V-chip technology, which enables viewers to block 
out programming they feel is inappropriate. 

As I said, our programming mix is broad, and I hope that in the varied 
Bravo! schedule you will continue to find programs to your taste. 

We appreciate hearing from our viewers and encourage them to contact 
us directly with their concerns, as we strive to improve our service. 



   

III. Additional Correspondence 

The complainants sent a copy of the following e-mail, directed to Bravo!, 
to the CBSC on August 13, 2001: 

I don't think you get it. It is not necessary to give me the background of 
the documentary, its value to society, the credentials of the director, or 
what the National Film Board has to say about it. 

What this has to do with is exposing young children at dinner time to a 
show that is totally inappropriate for them to see. You can have all the 
disclaimers and parental warnings in the world, but if a child doesn't 
happen to turn the T.V. on at the exact time of one of these warnings, 
they are in for a major shock. And please don't give me the excuse that 
it is on at 9pm in Ontario. If they can delay hockey games and basically 
any other type of broadcast, they can delay this. So please don't insult 
our intelligence. 

If you think that it is of some educational value to a child to turn the 
TV on at 630 pm, and be confronted with a completely nude woman 
getting fucked by some naked man, with her tits flopping up and down, 
moaning and groaning, then you need your head examined. Please don't 
try to justify the presentation of your documentary by giving us some 
sanctimonious dribble about the need for this type of exposé. That is 
not the point!! 

Just to ensure you fully understand what my wife and I are saying, I 
will repeat it. Don't have this type of sexually graphic and explicit 
shows on at dinner time. Have them on at 10pm, when young children 
have gone to bed. 

The Director of Programming and Acquisitions then responded to the 
above e-mail on August 17, 2001: 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to my letter. I would like to 
comment further on the points you raise. 

The background to the program is relevant, in that it is important to 
understand the nature of the program in order to fully appreciate the 
context for its scheduling. As an Arts Channel, Bravo! covers all 
aspects of the arts. As in the case of Give Me Your Soul, it is certainly 
appropriate for us to examine all aspects of the film industry. The 
program was specifically scheduled on our Independent Cinema night. 
There is a distinction between pornography as such and a program that 
sets itself up to examine it thoughtfully. 

Bravo! is a national service and therefore we have the continuing 
problem of time differences. We are sensitive to the problem, but, 
contrary to your statement, our channel does not have the ability to 
delay programming. We are an arts channel and by our very nature, 



different strands of our programming are aimed at different members of 
the family. Most of our programming is appropriate for viewing by all 
members of the family, but some material - movies and photography 
for instance - is appropriately aimed at more mature viewers. 

We operate in a regulatory framework, and we observe watershed 
hours. To broadcast the program at 10.00p.m. in British Columbia as 
you suggest would mean playing it at 1.00a.m. in the province of 
origination, which is not a solution. We would be denying a larger 
Canadian audience the opportunity to see a program of intellectual 
merit. We are not a broad-based over-the-air channel. As a niche arts 
service, our viewers do not expect a prime-time schedule aimed 
exclusively at an adolescent or pre-adolescent audience. We are also 
mandated by conditions of license [sic] to play fifty-percent Canadian 
Content programming in the period 6.00p.m. to 11.00p.m. in the 
province of origination, hence all Canadian programming of prime-time 
merit originates within that time period. 

A television channel cannot replace the role of responsible parenting. 
We provide tools to assist parents in making viewing choices for their 
children. Program descriptions are on our website. We provide ratings, 
we provide disclaimers, we have adopted the V-chip technology, and 
encourage parents with concerns such as yours to use it, so that they 
can block out programming they deem unsuitable. 

It is interesting to note however, that of the 117,000 viewers who 
watched Give Me Your Soul, according to the Nielsen Media Research 
survey of July 27, no children or teens were recorded. Again, according 
to A.C. Nielsen, all our viewers for this particular program were aged 
eighteen and over. And to re-iterate, yours is the only complaint we 
have received. 

Your correspondence reflects your obvious deep personal concern, and 
we respect your feelings, but by the same token, we hope that you will 
see Give Me Your Soul in its broadcasting context. Thank you once 
again for taking the time to write to us. We do take viewer input 
seriously. 

  

  

   


