
 

Appendix B 

to CBSC Decision 00/01-0811 

CFMI-FM re offensive humour (Drug Tester) 

 

I. The Complaint  

The following complaint dated April 2, 2001 was received 
by the CBSC via the website complaint form: 

On the April 2, 2001 Bro Jake Show on local radio 
station CFMI, a sick and twisted prank phone call 
was aired during rush hour. In it, a young woman 
currently unemployed was subjected to mental torture 
by a so called "tester". This "tester" was calling the 
young woman to advise her that the drug test she had 
submitted to showed she was a recent drug user and 
was therefore not going to be considered for the job 
she had applied for. It was evident from the frantic 
conversation that she was in significant distress, so 
much so that eventually she offered to sleep with the 
tester in order to have the test performed again. 

I was upset at this kind of "prank" perpetrated on our 
airwaves and complained to [the] CFMI program 
director [...] who sidestepped responsibility by saying 
"Thanks for your comments. The call was actually 
made by a radio station in the U.S., and set up by the 
girl's mother as a prank call. We replayed it. I do 
appreciate your thoughts on it." 

CFMI [and the program director] missed the point 
entirely. It doesn't make any difference whether it 
was produced by CFMI or not. CFMI chose to air 
that offensive material which meant they endorsed it 
as comic relief. I am offended that this material made 
the airwaves in the first place, but it is especially 
offensive that the organizations entrusted with the use 
of our airwaves have such a cavalier attitude when it 
comes to human dignity. 

  

II. Broadcaster Response  



The broadcaster responded to the complainant's letter on 
May 9, 2001 with the following: 

The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council 
("CBSC") has asked us to respond to your letter of 
April 2, 2001. In your letter, you raised concerns 
regarding a call that aired on April 2, 2001 during the 
Brother Jake Show (the "Program"). 

In particular, your letter sets out your concerns with a 
prank call that was aired on the Program. The prank 
call that you heard was produced by another radio 
station and was in fact instigated by the woman's 
mother. The intent of the radio announcer performing 
the gag is to get a reaction. At the end, the radio 
announcer makes it very clear that the prank call was 
in actual fact set up by the caller's mother.  

We agree that the content of the call may not appeal 
to some listeners' comedic tastes. Humour and taste 
are extremely subjective elements relative to the 
point of view of an individual. There is no question 
that the Brother Jake Show, like many other 
contemporary music, news and entertainment radio 
shows, can sometimes be controversial in nature and 
not for everyone's taste. We regret that the gag 
offended you for that was not our intent. As a 
member of the CBSC, we at ROCK 101 take all the 
steps to abide by their Codes. It is our belief that this 
phone prank does not breach the CBSC Codes. 

We trust that the foregoing responds to the concerns 
raised in your e-mail and hope that you will continue 
to enjoy the vast array of programming that we offer 
on ROCK 101. 

   

III. Additional Correspondence 

Before the complainant had received the broadcaster's 
response, he sent the following e-mail on May 9, 2001 in 
response to the CBSC's initial e-mail: 

If you had read my email, you would have noted that 
I did indeed contact CFMI almost immediately after 
the alleged offence. [The] Program Director [...] 
defended the content by saying that the broadcast did 
not originate at CFMI, but was in fact a rebroadcast 
of something that occurred in the US. In my opinion, 
this is an indefensible argument as rebroadcasting 
something of this nature meant they endorsed this 
kind of "humour". [...] 



I believe in free speech, but only in so far [sic] as it 
does not hurt or bring into disrepute society in 
general. This piece offended me and would have 
offended many others as it publicly endorsed sexual 
harassment. By rebroadcasting this material suggests 
that CFMI thinks sexual harassment is okay. I don't 
think that position taken by a broadcaster is okay. 
 

   

  

  

   


