
 

Appendix 

to CBSC Decision File 01/02-0032 

Showcase Television re the movie Caniche  

 

I. The Complaint  

The CBSC received the following complaint on September 18, 2001. It 
was forwarded by the Cable Television Standards Council (CTSC). The 
CTSC receives complaints via telephone, thus this is the summary of what 
the complainant told them on the telephone: 

Additionally, [the complainant] is registering his complaint regarding 
the programming content of a show which was shown on September 7 
between 12 a.m. and 2:30 a.m. The show viewed sexual activities 
between humans and animals which [the complainant] feels is 
disturbing and of bad taste. He feels Showcase should disapprove of 
such types of programming to be shown on television. 

II. Broadcaster Response  

Since the CTSC had sent a copy of the complaint directly to the 
broadcaster, a representative in Showcase's Viewer Relations department 
replied on September 17, 2001 with the following: 

We are in receipt of your complaint, which was forwarded to us by the 
Cable Television Standards Council. We regret that you were offended 
by the film Caniche seen on Showcase on September 6, 2001 at 12:30 
a.m. Given your concerns, I would like to take this opportunity to 
explain a little bit about Showcase's programming policy. 

The decision to air Caniche is consistent with Showcase's mandate to 
provide an alternative to other broadcasters' offerings. One way that we 
have achieved this distinction is to broadcast high-quality international 
drama series and world-class films in our movie slot called The 
Showcase Revue. Premiering at the Director's Fortnight at the Cannes 
International Film Festival, Caniche is a Spanish film directed by 
Bigas Luna. The movie tells the story of how greed for an inheritance 
leads a bickering couple to grief. An important element of the plot is 
the lead female character's relationship with her dog, which becomes a 
driving force in the demise of the couple. However, the film does not 
actually show any sexual activity between the two. 

Showcase is proud to broadcast a wide range of films, however, it is 
our policy to carefully consider each film that is aired on the network 



and to ensure that any film with a mature subject matter is aired after 
the watershed hour of 9 p.m. As well, before we decide to broadcast a 
film, our Programming Department screens it to ensure that it is 
suitable for broadcast. The determination of suitability includes 
ensuring that the broadcast would not contravene the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters' "Sex-Role Portrayal Code for Television 
and Radio Programming", the "Broadcast Code for Advertising to 
Children" or the "Voluntary Code Regarding Violence in Television 
Programming". 

There are indeed mature subject matters in some of our films but we 
take viewer advisories very seriously. In order to assist our viewers in 
making their viewing choices, we run a viewer advisory before such 
programs indicating whether they contain scenes of violence, nudity 
and/or coarse language. If appropriate, a "viewer discretion is advised" 
advisory is shown not only before the broadcast begins, but also after 
commercial breaks. The following is the viewer advisory that ran at the 
beginning of and throughout the broadcast of Caniche: "The following 
program contains scenes with nudity and sexuality. Viewer discretion is 
advised." 

Thank you for taking the time to voice your opinion about the 
scheduling of this film. We appreciate feedback from our viewers and 
hope that this letter has addressed some of your concerns. 

Once the CBSC became involved, the broadcaster's Viewer Relations 
representative wrote a further reply to the complainant on October 9, 
2001: 

We are in receipt of both of your complaints to the Cable Standards 
Council and most recently to the Canadian Broadcast Standards 
Council regarding the film Caniche that aired on Showcase, September 
6, 2001 at 12:30 a.m. I hope that you received our original response on 
September 17, 2001 outlining the programming decisions for Showcase 
and that the letter addressed some of your concerns. 

Again, we regret that you were offended by the movie, but please note 
that the decision to air Caniche is consistent with Showcase's mandate 
to provide an alternative to other broadcasters' offerings. Each film is 
carefully considered before it is aired on the network and any film with 
a mature subject matter is aired after the watershed hour of 9 p.m. 

Caniche itself is a Spanish film directed by Bigas Luna and premiered 
at the Director's Fortnight at the Cannes International Film Festival. 
The movie tells the story of how greed for an inheritance leads a 
bickering couple to grief. An important element of the plot is the lead 
female character's relationship with her dog, which becomes a driving 
force in the demise of the couple. However, the film does not actually 
show any sexual activity between the two. 

Before we decide to broadcast a film, our Programming Department 
screens it to ensure that it is suitable for broadcast. The determination 
of suitability includes ensuring that the broadcast would not contravene 
the Canadian Association of Broadcasters' "Sex-Role Portrayal Code 



for Television and Radio Programming", the "Broadcast Code for 
Advertising to Children" or the "Voluntary Code Regarding Violence 
in Television Programming". 

There are indeed mature subject matters in some of our films but we 
take viewer advisories very seriously. In order to assist our viewers in 
making their viewing choices, we run a viewer advisory before such 
programs indicating whether they contain scenes of violence, nudity 
and/or coarse language. If appropriate, a "viewer discretion is advised" 
advisory is shown not only before the broadcast begins, but also after 
commercial breaks. The following is the viewer advisory that ran at the 
beginning of and throughout the broadcast of Caniche: "The following 
program contains scenes with nudity and sexuality. Viewer discretion is 
advised." 

Again, I hope that we have addressed some of the issues you were 
concerned about. Thank you for taking the time to voice your concerns 
and please know that we appreciate all viewer feedback. 

The complainant returned his signed Ruling Request Form on October 12, 
2001. 

  

   


