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The Complaint 

The following complaint dated March 22, 2002 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded to the CBSC in due 
course: 

Monday night (March 18th), on TSN's wrestling show (Monday Night RAW I believe), at approximately 
10:30 pm. 

Wrestling has always tried to push the envelope as far as its material goes.  I do not watch wrestling, and 
am thankful that my children do not either.  On Monday night, I was channel surfing and decided to watch 
a few minutes of wrestling to see what they are up to now. 

What I saw, I found very disturbing, and seriously crosses the line of being acceptable.  There were 2 
wrestlers beating up on a woman (probably their manager or something).  One wrestler got a table and 
the other climbed the ropes with the woman on his shoulders.  The latter then slammed the woman onto 
the table, leaving her writhing in pain (fake of course), then the 2 men celebrated. 
 
Again, I am thankful that my children have no interest in wrestling, but I am seriously concerned with such 
material.  I will be very relieved if there is anything the CRTC can do to prevent such a disgusting display 
in the future.  

Broadcaster Response 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant on May 28 with the following: 

Thank you for your letter, which we received through the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council.  I 
understand and appreciate your concerns regarding WWE programming and whether it crosses the line 
of acceptability. 

Professional wrestling has a large and loyal following on TSN.  However, acknowledging that all potential 
viewers may not be aware of the sports entertainment nature of WWE Raw, TSN screens a disclaimer at 
the beginning of each episode and out of every commercial break during the program advising viewer 
discretion.  

It is important to note that our viewer feedback on wrestling is quite varied.  There are those viewers who 
say more editing is required and many more who say too much editing already occurs. 

In order to strike a balance between these opposing views and meet the network's commitment to quality 
programming, TSN edits WWE programming by referencing Canadian Broadcast Standards Council 



guidelines and following the Canadian Association of Broadcasters Violence and Gender Portrayal 
Codes. 

The network will continue to apply TSN programming codes and standards to all our wrestling 
broadcasts.  To ensure the programs meet our requirements, the following activities will continue to be 
undertaken: 
 
•                       Broadcast the program during evening hours only (9 p.m. and midnight ET) 
•                       Preview all pre-taped programming for excessive material 
•                       Preview all scripts for excessive material 
•                       Edit unacceptable material where possible (program is live at 9 p.m). 
•                       Meet regularly with the WWE to communicate and discuss our programming codes 
•                       Screen a disclaimer at the beginning of the episode and out of every commercial break during 
the program advising viewer discretion  

We hope this letter relieves you of your concerns and conveys how seriously we take our programming 
responsibilities.  Thank you for taking the time to write to us.  

Additional Correspondence 

On May 30 the complainant sent the CBSC the following letter: 

The broadcaster's response indicates the regulations that they follow, but I do not feel that they have 
dealt with the situation at hand, they do not even make any reference to it.  I did not obtain satisfaction 
from their reply at all. 
 
My position now, is as a parent.  I will ensure that my children continue to avoid any wrestling on 
television, as well as any programming on TSN as best I can.  My primary concern is that the children of 
our community are watching this type of activity.  The same children who will become tomorrow's adults.  

Watching 2 men beating up on a single woman is certainly not the type of message we want any of our 
children to be viewing.  Three years ago, we received a message from my son's school (he was in grade 
1 at the time), asking that we prevent our children from watching wrestling.  A number of 6 and 7 year 
olds were walking around the school yard making obsene gestures and yelling "Suck It".  They were 
simply imitating a so-called role model seen on wrestling.  I believe that the TSN and the Wrestling 
community as a whole owe more than that to our community.  A mere warning at the beginning of the 
show is clearly NOT ENOUGH. 

   
  
 


