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CBSC File 01/02-1062 
CFMI-FM re Satirical Sketch 

 

 

The Complaint 

The following complaint dated June 28, 2002 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded to the CBSC in due 
course: 

The purpose of this fax is to comment on something I heard on Rock 101 on Wednesday June 12 
between the hours of 7:30 and 8:00 a.m.  The program blended statements of President Bush to make a 
joke about the recent events of Afghanistan.  At one point, the gist of the text went something like this 
with President Bush’s words:  “We will send 4th grade girls to them to make sure our troops come”.  I 
really couldn’t believe what I was hearing.  I may have misinterpreted the text but I would like someone 
else to listen to it and get their thoughts.  Thanks. 

Broadcaster Response 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant's letter on July 29 with the following: 

The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council ("CBSC") has asked us to respond to your letter of June 28, 
2002 to the CRTC.  In your letter, you raised concerns regarding comments made on the Brother Jake 
Morning Show (the "Program") that was aired on ROCK 101 CFMI-FM ("ROCK 101") on June 12, 2002. 

As you know, the Program, like many other contemporary music, news and entertainment radio shows 
can sometimes be controversial in nature.  It attracts listeners, in particular adults in the 25 - 54 category 
from a wide variety of listener backgrounds including young professionals, blue and white collar workers, 
looking for excitement in their drive to work in the morning.  The Program uses a blend of sarcasm, 
humour and information and has been doing so for the past several years, with a steadily growing 
audience.  In fact, for the past three years, BBM ratings have consistently rated the Brother Jake Show as 
No.1 for the adult 25 - 54 category. 

In particular, your letter sets out your concerns with a pre-produced skit regarding President Bush that 
was aired on the Program.  This was a skit that appeared on US broadcast mediums [sic] and was 
rebroadcast on ROCK 101.  It was a satirical look at the US government and a poor imitation of President 
Bush.  The intention of the skit was to portray President Bush as a supporter of terrorism and to make him 
sound a tide foolish through his remarks about the military overseas.  Please be assured that in airing this 
pre-produced skit, we did not intent to offend our listeners. 

We are sorry that the Program offended you or that you found the Program to be in poor taste.  You will 
appreciate that taste is a very subjective matter.  The Canadian Association of Broadcasters' codes (the 
"Codes"), administered by the CBSC clarify that "the broadcaster's programming responsibility does not 
extend to questions of good taste”1.  In previous decisions, the CBSC has acknowledged that a program 
"will not be everyone's ‘cup of tea’ and it assumes that some members of society would be offended... 
That is not, however, the criterion by which the program must be judged.2 



In addition, the CBSC has noted "it is essential to draw a distinction between a broadcast which is 
intended to be serious or at least leaves the impression that it intends to be serious and one which clearly 
does not.  Where the audience is given no reason to expect that the substance of the comments made is 
serious, their attitude could reasonably be expected to be different.  A remark which might reasonably be 
assessed as abusive in a serious context and thus in breach of the Code of Ethics may not be so viewed 
in the comedic environment.”3 

We agree that while the comments made in the Program may have been in bad taste, taken in the 
context, we believe that they were not in breach of the Codes. 

Please be assured that we take our responsibilities as a broadcaster very seriously.  Our producers and 
hosts are extremely sensitive to the substance of the various topics presented on ROCK 101; at the same 
time ensuring the comedic presentation is not compromised.  At ROCK 101, we work to ensure all our 
programming complies with the Broadcasting Act, the Radio Regulations and the Codes and standards 
expected of us as a member of the CBSC.  We have reviewed your concerns internally and have had 
discussions with our on-air staff about appropriate on-air content and we will continue to exercise greater 
diligence on such matters. 

We trust the foregoing responds to the concerns you raised in your letter regarding the Program.  At 
ROCK 101, we recognize the importance of listener feedback and appreciate all comments. We thank 
you for taking the time to share your concerns with us.  

I Clause 1 - CAB Code of Ethics Commentary 
2 CFJP-TV re “Quand l’amour est gai” (CBSC Decision 94/95-0204, December 6, 1995) 
3 CHUM-FM re Sundav Funnies (CBSC Decision 95/96-0064, March 26, 1996) 

The complainant returned his signed Ruling Request form on July 31. 

  

  
 


