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CJAY-FM re a Sports Report 

 

 

The Complaint 

The following complaint dated September 25, 2002 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded to the CBSC in 
due course: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to you because I am upset with what I heard on the radio, in Calgary, on September 17, 
2002. 

The radio station is CJAY-92.  It is an FM channel in Calgary. 

I am upset because on Tuesday, at approximately 20 minutes after seven, in the morning, the sports 
announcer (his name is Wicksie) made what I can only describe as a crude, obscene, and disgusting 
comment.  In describing the previous night’s Monday Night Football game, the announcer indicated that 
the winning team “had bent the losing team over and fisted them.”  I was shocked that he would make 
such a comment over the radio. 

I telephoned the Vancouver office of the CRTC and they indicated that I am to write to your office in order 
to make a complaint.  Please accept this correspondence as my complaint.  How is it that public airwaves, 
over which radio is transmitted, is able to make such contemptible comments?  I think that this is the type 
of comment that can best be left unsaid. 

Should you require further information do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at your earliest 
opportunity. 

Broadcaster Response 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant on October 18 with the following: 

The purpose of this letter is to respond to your letter to the CRTC of September 25th 2002, regarding 
comments made by CJAY sports announcer Wicksie. 

I have now had a chance to listen to the material in question and understand your concern.  CJAY FM is 
a male based (75%) Rock Radio Station targeting and attracting a core audience of adult listeners 
between the age of 25 to 54 years.  Due to the nature of the format and our audience, the sports 
announcers may tend to use untraditional analogies to describe wins, losses and extreme plays.  Such 
was the case on September 17th.  These types of analogies and expressions are only meant for 
entertainment value, similar to what can be heard on the Fox Sports TV Network or on most Monday 
Night Football broadcasts.  Just like other mainstream television programming aired weekly on our local 



networks, such as Friends, Saturday Night Live, Sopranos, The Ozbournes [sic] or The Simpsons, we too 
try to offer similar humour and innuendoes as part of our programming. 

I am truly sorry if we have offended you with this sports analogy but I can assure you that the comment 
was not intended in that way. 

If you would like to discuss this matter any further, please feel free to contact me directly at ###-####. 

Additional Correspondence 

The complainant responded to the above letter on October 31: 

Thank you for your letter of October 18, 2002. 

When I telephoned your office to speak to you, as offered in your correspondence, I was told, when I 
informed the receptionist of the nature of my call, “oh, and who is this complaint against.”  The 
receptionist made the comment with what I shall presume was meant to be humor, and with an intonation 
in her voice that indicated my complaint was not the only one that your radio station has received.  You 
will understand that I shall refrain from attempting to contact your office again. 

Your correspondence states that your programming is “meant for entertainment value, similar to what can 
be heard on the Fox Sports TV network or on most Monday Night Football broadcasts.”  With all due 
respect, [Vice-President & General Manager], your comment is nonsense.  I have never heard anyone on 
Monday Night Football utter a statement about “fisting” someone.  The comment of your announcer, 
concerning “fisting”, was offensive.  There is nothing humorous in such base and degrading language.  
Nor was the comment “untraditional” as a sports analogy, it was simply guttural. 

Your radio station is not one that I would normally listen to while at home or in my automobile.  I can 
assure you that after hearing the comment that provoked my complaint to the CRTC that I shall 
endeavour to never listen to your station again. 

I made my complaint to the CRTC because I think that any radio station that is willing to allow its 
announcers to make such offensive comments needs to be taken to task.  I certainly hope that the CRTC 
has some ability to monitor your station, or to levy some sort of fine, if only to prove to you that not 
everyone in our society has sunk to the level of crudeness to which your station seeks to entertain. 

Please note that I am copying this correspondence to Mr. [S] at the CRTC, Client Services. 

  

  

  

  
 


