
CANADIAN BROADCAST STANDARDS COUNCIL 
APPENDIX A: (CBSC Decision 02/03-0638) 

CJAY-FM re Forbes and Friends (multiple choice “quiz”) 

I.          The Complaint 

The following complaint dated February 10, 2003 was sent to the CRTC and forwarded 
to the CBSC in due course: 

February 10/03, between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. on CJAY-92 in Calgary, Alberta. Host: 
Gerry Forbes. Mr. Forbes was conducting a quiz show with a participant over the 
phone. The quiz, "The Answer Must be C", lists several multiple choice questions with 
the answer always being choice "C". The first question related to why Muslims at this 
time of year travel to Mecca.  

The first 2 answers were innocuous (e.g. to worship Allah), the third answer was in 
order to get frequent flyer points, thereby allowing them the opportunity to fly planes into 
other landmark buildings.  

Needless to say, the comment goes beyond the realm of what is acceptable for a 
shock-jock.  

II.         Broadcaster Response 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant's letter on February 24, 2003 with the 
following: 

The purpose of this letter is to respond to your letter to the CBSC, 

dated February 14, 2003. 

I have now had the opportunity to listen to the Gerry Forbes quiz that was aired on CJAY FM on February 
10, 2003, between 8:30 and 9:00 AM. I do agree that the answer to the quiz was in rather poor taste and I 
have addressed my concern with the appropriate people. 

CJAY FM is an adult radio station targeting a listening audience of males between the age of 18 to 49 
years of age. Much of the programming aimed at that target group, is meant to be of a humorous nature, 
similar to the humor [sic] on many of the mainstream television shows such as The Simpsons, Saturday 
Night Live or the Comedy Network. I'm sure you can appreciate that humor [sic] is a very subjective issue. 
I'm sorry if we may have offended you with this comedy bit, but we certainly did not mean to do that. The 
contest was meant as comedy entertainment only. 

If you have any further concerns or you would like to discuss this matter in person, please feel free to call 
me directly at [phone number]. 

III.        Additional Correspondence 



The complainant was unsatisfied with the broadcaster’s response and sent the following 
e-mail dated March 2, 2003. 

Thank you for your prompt, albeit inadequate, reply.  I cannot help but read your response as implying 
that people who did not find the comment funny lacked a sense of humour (or perhaps, the right sense of 
humour), despite the comment being "in rather poor taste".   

The comment was racist.  Dressing this type of comment up in the veil of subjective humour for a target 
audience does not alter that fact.  Comparing the show to programs such as The Simpsons does CJAY 
92's program too much, and the Simpsons too little, credit.  The Simpsons and other satirical programs 
are funny in large part because they manipulate stereotypes and poke fun at the assumptions people 
hold. Mr. Forbes' quiz show lacked any such subtlety or cleverness.   Anti-Muslim is not an appropriate 
target audience.  

Would you kindly clarify what steps you have taken to ensure this type of racist comment does not 
receive further airing?  Your comment regarding raising the issue with the "appropriate people" is vague.  

 


