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APPENDIX TO  

CILQ-FM RE JOHN DERRINGER’S TOOL OF THE DAY (CBSC 
DECISION 02/03-1465, FEBRUARY 10, 2004) 

 
I. The Complaint 

 
The following complaint dated June 18, 2003 was sent to the CBSC: 

 
station: Q-107  
program: John Derringer's - Tool of the Day date: May 29, 2003 time: 8:30 a.m.  
concern: John Derringer commented on my ex-husband on his Tool of the Day program at 
8:30 a.m. but he went way too far when he suggested that my three children should be raped 
or sexually assaulted so that my ex-husband who is a judge would know how it feels. He was 
voicing his opinion of the judgment my ex had on a child pornography case but instead he 
endangered my children's lives with completely inappropriate comments inviting any unstable 
person to actually go and commit a crime against my innocent children. We have lived in fear 
and anguish ever since - had police surveillance on my house and been very concerned as to 
where my children are at all times since my ex's phone number is the one his name has been 
listed on for eighteen years and my children's connection to him can be easily tracked.  

  
On June 19, the complainant another complaint to the CRTC and forwarded to the 
CBSC in due course: 

 
I would like to lodge a complaint against John Derringer of CILQ-FM for the station 0-107 at 
107.1 FM in Toronto for his TOOL OF THE DAY program on Thursday May 29,2003 at 
approximately 8:20 a.m. in which he named my ex-husband the Tool of the Day for a 
judgment he gave to a child pornographer. Mr. Derringer, who was not in the court room and 
could not have heard any of the facts of the case or that the law as presented by the Crown 
suggested the sentence as given my by ex-husband (who was the Judge - Mr. xxx), then  
went on to suggest that maybe Mr. Justice Schneider's children should be raped or sexually 
assaulted so that he would know how it would feel. I live with our three children. We were 
then subjected to police surveillance, and were told not to leave the children alone, to pick 
them up and drive them to school, or to allow them to go home for lunch, or to see their 
friends, or to answer the phone, in case one of the listeners of 0-107 was unstable and 
decided to act on Mr. Derringer's ill-advised idea and assault any or all of my children. In 
effect, he was inciting a criminal act against innocent children. We have suffered fear and 
anguish as a result of his broadcast, not to mention severe inconvenience and distress at the 
lack of freedom for me and my children this has caused.      
   
 

II. Broadcaster Response 
 

The broadcaster responded to the complainant's letter on July 10 with the following: 
 
Dear Ms. XX:  

 
Re: Complaint concerning "Tool of The Day" program segment (CBSC file #CO2/03-146S)  

 
The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council ("CBSC") has asked us to respond to your e-
mail to the CBSC dated June 18, 2003. In your e-mail, you raised concerns regarding some 



 
 
comments made in the "Tool of the Day" segment during the morning show (the "Program") 
on CILQ ("Q107") on May 29, 2003.  

 
As you know, Q107 provides its listeners with classic rock music programming and also 
features discussions on various issues, some of which are topical and controversial. The 
Program, like many radio shows, can sometimes be controversial in nature and not for 
everyone's taste. However, many of Q107's core audience, which is mainly adults in the 25-
54 year old age group, in particular, men, find the Program humourous.  

 
The Program regularly features Derringer's "Tool Of The Day" which includes observations of 
recent occurrences. On May 29, 2003, the Program host discussed the criminal sentence  
ordered by Justice XXX of the Ontario Court of Justice, in the case of the possession of child 
pornography by XXX. The Program host expressed his outrage at what, in his opinion, 
appeared to be a lenient sentence. The Program host called for tougher penalties and, in that 
context also said that, although he would not wish it on anyone, it would take a case where a 
judge's children were victimized in pornographic material before sentencing would change. 
Please be assured that the Program host was merely expressing his opinion on a 
controversial subject and did not intend to suggest anything improper. At Q107, we believe 
that no one should be a victim of childhood violence and no one should encourage it. We 
agree that the host should not have made statements that could be potentially misinterpreted 
as a call to commit violence against the judge's family.  

 
We have reviewed your concerns internally and have had discussions with our on-air staff 
about appropriate on-air content. Please be assured that we take our responsibilities as a 
broadcaster seriously. Our producers and hosts are sensitive to the substance of the various 
topics presented on Ql07 and we work to ensure all our programming complies with the 
Broadcasting Act, the Radio Regulations and the Code and standards required of us as a 
member of the CBSC. As you know, we offered to read an apology on-air regarding this 
matter but we were unable to agree to reach an agreement with your lawyer regarding the 
appropriate wording of such an apology. 

 
We trust the foregoing responds to the concerns you raised in your letter regarding the 
Program. At QI07, we recognize the importance of listener feedback and appreciate all 
comments. We thank you for taking the time and initiative to share your concerns with us.  

 
Yours truly,  
Signed 

 
 
III.  Additional Correspondence 

 
The complainant was unsatisfied with both broadcasters’ responses and sent 

the following e-mail dated July 18:  
 

Dear Ms. XXX: 
 

In light of the broadcaster’s response and given their inability to agree with our wording with 
respect to an apology (which is all we were asking for at the time), I have no choice but to file 
a ruling request stating that I am unsatisfied with the broadcaster’s response.  I hereby 
request that the appropriate CBSC Panel consider my complaint and the broadcaster’s 
response.  Please find the response attached below.  I look forward to hearing further from 
you. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 


