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APPENDIX 
 

CBSC File 03/04-1814 
CITY-TV re an episode of Ed the Sock! 

 
 

The Complaint 
 
The CBSC received the following complaint dated May 31, 2004: 
 

RE: ED’S NIGHT PARTY, MAY 30/04, 
T.V. Channel 57, 12 Midnight 

 
With no T.V. Guide on hand Sunday night, I located Ch. 57 hoping to find a movie.  To my 
horror, I was onslaughted with nudity, pornographic content, unacceptable behaviour 
between women and lewd dialogue. 
 
My question is, “Where are the standards of your council?”  There simply are none!  It is 
appauling [sic] that Channel 57 (City TV) is permitted to “flaunt” pornography into our living 
rooms.  This is what ignites the distorted mentality of the “Paul Barnados [sic] and Karla 
Homolkas” of the world.  Those who prefer this “low in filth” have the choice of another source 
without our families being exposed to it in our homes. 
 
Yes, nature is wonderful and our bodies wonderfully made, but they are not designed to be 
exploited cheaply in order to pleasure sub-level minds, and do not promote true values.  The 
distorted emphasis on women’s breasts is particularly offensive.  The “girls” on Ed’s Party 
Night [sic] who exemplify this low-life portrayal haven’t a clue of a woman’s true worth.  
Should they ever be diagnosed with breast cancer, I wonder if their attitude would see a 
drastic “turn-about”.  One day their bodies will be six feet under, so what kind of legacy do 
they leave on their loved ones???? 
 
The tragedy is the message this program sends to young people and a boy’s behaviour 
towards a young girl he is dating.  How naive to conclude they are in bed at this hour, and 
often sleeping over at a friend’s where there is no parental guidance. 
 
It is disappointing that Canadian television allows such pornographic content that incites and 
promotes deviate [sic] behaviour into [sic] society.  This correspondence expressing my 
concerns, may or may not have any effect on your programming, but at least I will have the 
satisfaction of speaking out against sexual deviance on television before I leave this planet. 
 
Thank you for your attention to the above. 

 

Broadcaster Response 
 
CITY-TV’s Vice-President of Programming responded with the following letter on June 28: 
 

The CBSC has forwarded your email regarding the supposed sexually explicit scenes which 
aired on May 30/04 on Citytv.  As you know, it is customary for the CBSC to forward 
complaints to broadcasters for response directly to the complainant. 
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Before I address your specific concerns, I would like to give you some background on how we 
decide what is suitable for air:  We adhere to Canada’s broadcast content guidelines, and 
take great care in selecting our programming material.  Citytv follows the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters’ (CAB) Code of Ethics, Guidelines on Sex-Role Portrayal, and 
Guidelines on Violence in Television Programming, as well as our own programming policy.  
If you would like to view the codes, you will find them posted on the CBSC’s website at 
<http://www.cbsc.ca>. 
 
You should be aware that the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications 
Commission, in consultation with members of the public and the broadcasting industry 
determined that 9:00 pm constitutes the “watershed hour” in respect to program content for 
adult viewers.  Accordingly, Canadian broadcasters, including Citytv, schedule programs 
designed for mature audiences – such as Ed the Sock – during late evening viewing periods. 
 Furthermore, a Viewer Advisory along with a program rating that indicates that the program 
should be viewed by Adults 18 years of age and older precedes the program and airs out of 
every commercial break. 
 
Ed the Sock is a satirical adult comedy that derives much of its humour from discussions that 
may be inappropriate for younger viewers.  Neither the language nor the program’s content 
contravene any of the broadcast content guidelines identified above.  We try to treat our 
viewers in a mature and responsible way and offer them the tools (through viewer advisories, 
rating icons, etc.) to choose for themselves whether they should watch a particular film or 
program. 
 
You have written that the show was “sexually explicit”.  This simply is not the case.  There 
was no sexual activity.  There was nudity but the Broadcasting Act takes into consideration a 
myriad of tastes in programming and sexually oriented material is not forbidden by the 
system.  Rather, guidelines as noted above (i.e. watershed hours, advisories, etc.) have been 
put in place so people who do not wish to have certain programming in their homes may 
avoid it. 
 
While our program did contain consensual nudity, it did air on the correct side of the 
watershed hour where even more sexually explicit material can, in fact, be aired. 
 
I respectfully suggest that the foregoing affirms the broadcaster’s right to telecast adult-
oriented material, which some viewers may not find to their particular taste.  We regret that 
you find some of the programming aired on our stations offensive.  It is never our intention to 
offend any of our viewers.  We have always taken our viewer feedback very seriously as we 
constantly strive to improve our programming.  I have, in fact, forwarded your concerns to 
both the producers of Ed the Sock and the Vice President of Citytv and have asked them to 
review further airings of this particular episode. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write to us with your concerns. 

 
The complainant returned her signed Ruling Request dated July 30. 


