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APPENDIX 
 

CBSC Decision 04/05-0612 
CJKR-FM re the song “Kill All the White Man” by NOFX 

 
 
The Complaint 
 
The following complaint was sent to the CRTC on November 20, 2004 and forwarded to the 
CBSC in due course: 
 

On Friday November 19th, at 11:15 pm (Central Time) the Winnipeg radio station Power 97 
(97.5fm) played a song by the punk band NOFX as part of their Punk-O-Rama show.  This 
particular song was entitled "Kill All The White Man".  The lyrics are attached below. 
 
I'm usually a fan and frequent lister of Power 97 but I've heard this song before and I find it 
needlessly offensive, racist and sexist.  I do not think it is ever appropriate to play this 
particular song in a public setting, at any hour of the day, especially on a public radio station. 
 
I am a caucasian male or "white man" if you like and I'm offended by the notion that racism is 
ok as long as it's directed at caucasian males.  I'm fully aware that the members of the band 
NOFX are all "white men" and the song is still not funny in the least to me. (The word 
Vaudevillian springs to mind.). 
 
I should not have to endure this kind of behaviour just as no one in this country should have 
to endure it. 
 
--- 
 
"KILL ALL THE WHITE MAN" 
 
The white man call himself civilized 
Cause he know how to take over 
The white man come to pillage my village 
Now he tell me I have to bend over 
 
Oh yeah, kill all the white man 
 
No I don’t like the white man up in me 
He rape my people as he rape my country 
Everything I love and cherish, he try to take away 
We will be rid of him, soon come the day 
 
Oh yeah, kill all the white man 

 
 
Broadcaster Response 
 
The broadcaster responded on December 2: 
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The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council (“CBSC”) has asked us to respond to your letter 
of Saturday, November, 20, 2004 where you raised concerns regarding a song by NOFX 
played during Punk-O-Rama that aired on Friday, November, 19th, 2004, at 11:15pm on 
Power 97 (CJKR-FM).  
 
As you know, Punk-O-Rama, like many other music radio shows can sometimes be 
controversial in nature.  It attracts listeners, in particular adults in the 18-34 age category, 
from a wide variety of listener backgrounds including young professionals, blue and white 
collar workers and university and college students, looking for something different musically.  
Punk-O-Rama draws from the mainstream and underground scene, and wouldn’t garner 
acceptance from fans of that style of music in Winnipeg if it didn’t. 
 
More specifically, you suggested that “Kill All The White Man” from NOFX was discriminatory. 
 That song was played on the show because it is one of NOFX’s more popular songs.  The 
show in question was dedicated to the release of NOFX’s greatest hits release, and this song 
can be found on that album.  It was the understanding of the host of the show that the song 
was satirical in nature. 
 
We regret that the song in question offended you or that you felt that it was discriminatory.  
Please be assured that at Power 97, it has never been our policy to discriminate against any 
group or segment.  Moreover, the CBSC has acknowledged that a program “will not be 
everyone's ‘cup of tea’ and it assumes that some members of society would be offended […]  
That is not, however, the criterion by which the program must be judged.”1  In previous 
decisions, the CBSC has clarified that “it is not any reference to ‘race, national or ethnic 
origin, religion, age, sex, marital status or physical or mental handicap’” but rather those 
which contain "abusive or discriminatory material or comment" based on the foregoing which 
will be sanctioned.”2  The CBSC has noted, “to exceed that norm, there will need to be 
evidence of harsh language or imagery, nastiness (even if thoughtless or inadvertent), utter 
insensitivity or the like.”3 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, we deeply regret that the Program offended you, for that was 
certainly not the intent.  We have reviewed your concerns internally and, since receiving your 
letter, we have had discussions with the Program hosts about appropriate on-air content and 
will continue to exercise diligence on such matters.  Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities as a broadcaster seriously.  Our producers and hosts are sensitive to the 
substance of the various topics presented on Power 97 and we work to ensure all our 
programming complies with the Broadcasting Act, the Radio Regulations and the Code and 
standards required of us as a member of the CBSC. 
 
We trust the foregoing responds to the concerns you raised in your letter regarding the 
Program.  At Power 97, we recognize the importance of listener feedback and appreciate all 
comments.  We thank you for taking the time and initiative to share your concerns with us. 
 
1CFJP-TV (TQS) re “Quand l’amour est gai” (CBSC Decision 94/95-0204, December 6, 1995. 
2CKVR-TV re Just for Laughs (CBSC Decision 94/95-0005, August 23, 1995). 
3CFYI-AM re Scruff Connors and John Derringer Morning Show (CBSC Decision 01/02-0279, June 7, 
2002) 

 
 
Additional Correspondence 
 
The complainant returned his Ruling Request form on December 6 with the following note: 
 

I was not offended by the program Punk-O-Rama (It is in fact "my cup of tea").  I was 
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offended by the song entitled "Kill All the White Man" which I found racist (not merely 
discriminatory).  I would be completely happy with a promise not to play that particular song 
any more.  That is all I really want.  Not fines, not penalties, not firing anyone.  Just don't play 
that one song.  It's an obscure song from a non-mainstream band and it wouldn't hurt the 
station in the least if it were not aired anymore.  Thank you. 


