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APPENDIX A 

 

CBSC Decision 05/06-1841 & -1842 

Fairchild Television & Talentvision re reports about a political campaign 
 
 
Fairchild Television and Talentvision broadcast the same report on July 27, 2006.  The 
report was broadcast once in Cantonese and once in Mandarin.  Both the complainant and 
the broadcaster provided translations of the report, so we have included both here, along 
with the CBSC’s own description of the video component. 
 
On Fairchild, a male anchorperson introduced the report; on Talentvision it was a female 
anchorperson. 
 
Complainant’s Translation (signed by certified translator) 
 

Anchor: On Saturday, the Vancouver Kingsway riding, which became the focus of attention 
when International Trade Minister David Emerson switched political affiliation, will nominate 
its candidate to represent the Liberal Party in the next Federal election.  Presently, the two 
persons vying for nomination are both of Chinese origin and are busy making preparations for 
the race.  Vincent Ng reports: 
 
- scenes from campaign party 
 
Ng: [M. L.], one of the candidates for nomination, was with two-hundred-odd supporters 
last night during his campaign kick-off held in a restaurant.  He stated that even though he 
had joined the race hastily, he was confident that he would win the nomination with his 
experience. 
 
Interview with [M. L.]: I feel that the Party Members of this riding should have a choice.  
They should not just be represented by someone without having had a choice. 

 
At this point, the camera pans quickly over a letter written in Chinese (see the 
complainant’s English translation of the entire letter above, as well as the broadcaster’s 
comments about the appearance of the letter, also above), then zooms in on certain words. 
 The CBSC Secretariat consulted with an independent Chinese speaker to determine 
exactly which words were highlighted.  The first zoom is on the “signature” of the letter, 
namely, “A Group of Honourable and Just Chinese Medicine Practitioners”.  The next zoom 
is on the last couple of sentences in the first paragraph.  It first shows the numbers.  
Combined with the surrounding words and the next zoomed pan of a sentence, it reads 
that “the Administration was sued and will have to pay Mr. [W.] for insulting his professional 
conduct and reputation.  Mr. [W.] will be paid 750 thousand dollars (made up of 500 
thousand dollars plus two years of salary).” 
 

Ng: Outside the restaurant, someone had left flyers on parked cars.  The flyers, issued in 
the name of A Group of Righteous Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners, charge that 
while [M. L.] was Chairman of the College of Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners & 
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Acupuncturists of British Columbia, he mishandled the termination of [R. W.], causing the 
CTCMA to suffer losses.  However, when this TV station tried to confirm this matter with 
some doctors of TCM today, no one wanted to admit that they had anything to do with these 
flyers. 
 
- woman walking down street 
 
Ng: Wendy Yuan, the other candidate for nomination, was on her final round of vote 
soliciting. 
 
Interview with Yuan: I feel that as a representative of the people, the most important 
thing, the most important thing is to have contact with the real constituents of this riding, and 
to hear what their real concerns are.  This is the only way to effectively represent them. 
 
- scene of a road 
 
Ng: On the other hand, some Party Members have pointed out that there were only four 
days between the announcement of the nomination meeting and the cut off for filing papers, 
causing many candidates to not have enough time to prepare for the nomination.  Mark 
Grant, Executive Director of the Liberal Party of Canada in BC, emphasized that the Riding 
Association had announced the nomination meeting in March. 
 
Interview with Grant [in English]: We have in this situation a candidate who has found the 
time to file his papers and, and participate in the race.  So I don’t think at all it wasn’t enough 
time. 
 
Ng: Grant emphasized that the entire process was in accordance with the Party’s rules 
and regulations concerning nomination.  This is Vincent Ng, Fairchild TV. 

 
 
Broadcaster’s Translation 
 

Anchor: Since former Liberal MP David Emerson joined the Conservative Government and 
became the new International Trade Minister, all eyes are on who would represent the federal 
Liberals in Vancouver/Kingsway come the next federal election.  By this weekend, the new 
Liberal candidate for Vancouver Kingsway will be born.  The federal Liberals are hosting their 
nomination meeting this Saturday, and right now both candidates vying for this riding are from 
Chinese descent.  And both are working hard to win the nomination this weekend. 
 
- scenes from campaign party 
 
Ng: [M. L.] is one of the two candidates seeking Liberal nomination for Vancouver 
Kingsway riding.  Last night, he hosted a pre-nomination party at an east-side Chinese 
restaurant.  More than 200 guests joined the party.  According to [L.], although his decision to 
run in this nomination seemed rushed, he is confident his past experience will help him win 
this riding. 
 
Interview with [L.]: I feel that the Liberal members in this riding should have a choice ... 
instead of having no choice in who should represent them. 

 
At this point, the camera pans quickly over a letter written in Chinese (see the 
complainant’s English translation of the entire letter above), then zooms in on certain 
words.  The CBSC Secretariat consulted with an independent Chinese speaker to 
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determine exactly which words were highlighted.  The first zoom is on the “signature” of the 
letter, namely, “A Group of Honourable and Just Chinese Medicine Practitioners”.  The next 
zoom is on the last couple of sentences in the first paragraph.  It first shows the numbers.  
Combined with the surrounding words and the next zoomed pan of a sentence, it reads 
that “the Administration was sued and will have to pay Mr. [W.] for insulting his professional 
conduct and reputation.  Mr. [W.] will be paid 750 thousand dollars (made up of 500 
thousand dollars plus two years of salary).” 
 

Ng: Outside of the party, however, some anonymous letters were stuck to the windshield 
of parked cars in the restaurant parking lot.  The signature on the letter stated A Group of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners with Conscience.  The letters accused [M. L.] (as 
chairman of CTCMA) of mishandling the firing of [R. W.], executive director of CTCMA, 
leading to financial losses for CTCMA.  We tried to contact a number of Chinese traditional 
medicine practitioners today but no one admitted responsibility of distributing the letters. 
 
- woman walking down street 
 
Ng: As for the other candidate, Yuan Wei, she spent her day trying to meet voters in the 
riding. 
 
Interview with Yuan: I feel that as representative of the people, the most important thing is 
to listen to what they have to say, to learn what are the issues that concern them.  This is the 
only was to represent their interests. 
 
- scene of a road 
 
Ng: On the other hand, while some Liberal members complained that the deadline for 
submitting their nomination was too short, only four days from calling for nomination, causing 
candidates insufficient time to prepare, Federal Liberal Party’s BC Executive Director Mark 
Grant emphasized that the call for submission of nomination began in March at their general 
meeting. 
 
Interview with Grant [in English]: We have in this situation a candidate who has found the 
time to file his papers and, and participate in the race.  So I don’t think at all it wasn’t enough 
time. 
 
Ng: Mark Grant emphasized that the procedures that were followed were according to the 
proper nomination meeting process and regulations. 

 
 
Fairchild and Talentvision broadcast a second, follow-up report on July 28, 2006.  The 
complainant and broadcaster also provided translated transcripts of that report. 
 
The Fairchild report was introduced by a female anchorperson, and the Talentvision one by 
a male anchorperson. 
 
Complainant’s Translation (signed by certified translator) 
 

Anchor: [M. L.], the Chinese Canadian candidate who will be facing the Federal Liberal 
nomination race tomorrow in the Vancouver Kingsway riding, called a press conference 
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today.  At the conference, [M. L.] criticized the News Department of this TV station, and 
demanded that it apologize, for reporting last night that outside the venue where his 
campaign kick-off was held on Wednesday night, some people had left open letters criticizing 
him.  He also responded to the content of the letter.  Ada Luk reports. 
 
- scenes from campaign party, followed by pan of letter and zoom in on a couple of words 
(the letter was on the screen for a shorter amount of time than the previous report) 
 
Luk: In the evening news broadcast last night, this TV station reported that outside the 
venue where [M. L.] held his campaign kick-off on Wednesday night, some people had left 
flyers criticizing him.  The flyers called into question [M. L.]’s performance while serving as 
Chairman of the College of Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners & Acupuncturists of 
British Columbia.  Today, [M. L.] called a press conference and responded to the content of 
the flyers. 
 
- scene of press conference 
 
M. L.: The main purpose of the content of the poison-pen letter is to attack me.  
Accusations that are groundless, without reason, without proof and purely fictitious are made 
against me for my eight years’ work at the CTCMA, my work as a volunteer. 
 
- pan of letter & zoom-in on a couple of words (though it appeared on screen for less time 
than the previous report) 
 
Luk: On the other hand, he also criticized Fairchild TV for reporting in the evening news 
broadcast that some of the people who attended the rally had received the flyers. 
 
M. L.: Having done this at a very sensitive time, I believe they can be suspected of 
intending to influence the outcome of the race. 
 
Luk: [M. L.] further pointed out that in the past, Fairchild TV had also reported negatively 
on him. 
 
M. L.: This is not the first time that Fairchild TV has reported news in this manner, news 
about me. 
 
Luk: Regarding that news report, [M. L.] demanded clarification and an apology from 
Fairchild TV.  To this, Winnie Hwo, News Controller of Fairchild TV, responded this way. 
 
Interview with Hwo: As for the report by our reporter yesterday, actually, we were just 
doing what we have always done, and that is to report the facts.  The fact of the matter is that 
when some of the guests at the dinner left the venue, on their way to the parking lot, they 
received an open letter issued in the name of A Group of Righteous Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Practitioners, criticizing [M. L.].  Actually, the content of this open letter includes 
several subjects.  However, we reported the termination of [R. W.] because the Court had 
already ruled that the termination of [R. W.] was unjustified and that the CTCMA had to pay 
monetary compensation to [R. W.].  During that whole incident, [M. L.] was the Chairman of 
the CTCMA and these are the facts. 
 
- scene of exterior of B. C. Court of Appeal; CTCMA crest; man being interviewed 
 
Luk: Winnie Hwo indicated that the News Department of Fairchild TV emphasizes 
reporting only the facts. 
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Hwo: We will certainly not pick, and we have never picked, a particular moment to target a 
particular person, because that is not within the scope of work of the News Department.  
About this incident, all we can say is that our reporter only reported the facts, and we also ran 
a check on the open letter.  Also, during our news broadcast last night, we made it clear that 
until now, no doctor of the TCM has claimed responsibility for the open letter. 
 
Luk: As for [M. L.]’s demand that the News Department of Fairchild TV apologize for the 
incident, Winnie Hwo says 
 
Hwo: Lawyer [M. L.] wants us to apologize openly.  All I can say is that I totally do not 
understand what we have to apologize for.  If we were to apologize because our reporter 
reported the facts, I would think that would be a bit absurd. 
 
Luk: This is Ada Luk, Fairchild TV. 

 
 
Broadcaster’s Translation 
 

Anchor: [M. L.] is one of the two Chinese candidates who will be fighting to represent the 
Liberals in the federal riding of Vancouver Kingsway in tomorrow’s nomination meeting.  
Today, [L.] called a press conference to criticize and demand an apology from Fairchild TV 
news department for reporting on the anonymous letters, letters that were left on parked cars 
outside of his Wednesday night pre-nomination party.  [L.] also responded to accusations in 
the anonymous letters. 
 
- scenes from campaign party, followed by pan of letter and zoom in on a couple of words 
(the letter was on the screen for a shorter amount of time than the previous report) 
 
Luk: We reported in last night’s newscast that some anonymous letters were left on 
parked cars outside of [M. L.]’s pre-nomination party Wednesday night, criticizing the way [L.] 
handled his position as chairman of CTCMA.  Today, [L.] called a press conference to 
respond to the content of the letters. 
 
- scene of press conference 
 
M. L.: The anonymous letters mainly attacked my role as CTCMA Chair.  During those eight 
years of my voluntary involvement, the letters brought forward unfounded allegations and 
accusations. 
 
- pan of letter & zoom-in on a couple of words (though it appeared on screen for less time 
than the previous report) 
 
Luk: [L.] also criticized Fairchild Television’s news program for reporting on the 
anonymous letters. 
 
Interview with Winnie Hwo: According to what we reported in our newscast last night, we 
only reported on the fact.  The fact is, some of [L.]’s guests did get an anonymous letter as 
they were leaving the party to the parking lot.  They did get a letter signed by “A Group of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners with Conscience”.  The letter criticized [L.] of many 
things, but we only reported on the one fact that we could verify, that is his mishandling of the 
firing of [R. W.], leading to a court-ordered financial compensation to [R. W.] by CTCMA.  
Throughout that time, [L.] was the chairman of CTCMA.  All this is factual information. 
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- scene of exterior of B. C. Court of Appeal; CTCMA crest; man being interviewed 
 
Luk: Winnie Hwo reiterated that Fairchild TV news department is only interested in 
reporting facts. 
 
Hwo: We never choose to report on anyone at any time.  Neither would we pinpoint on a 
specific person in our news reporting.  Our reporter only reported on the facts and tried to 
verify the source of the letter.  Then we reported on what we found out, that no traditional 
Chinese medicine practitioners were willing to admit responsiblity. 
 
Luk: As to [L.]’s demand for an apology, this is what Hwo has to say. 
 
Hwo: On [M. L.]’s demand for an apology, I simply do not understand what we are 
expected to apologize for.  If he is asking for an apology because our reporter reported on 
facts, I think that is a little ridiculous. 


