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APPENDIX A 
 

CBSC Decision 06/07-0908 
CHML-AM re the Bob Bratina Morning Show 

 
 
The Bob Bratina Morning Show airs on CHML-AM (AM900 Hamilton) from 6:00-9:00 am.  
The episode of March 19 featured a number of different segments, covering different 
topics. 
 
At 7:02 am, Bratina made the following statement: 
 

I’ve got to weigh in on a story that appeared with my name on it regarding red light districts.  
And the story says, uh, “Give City Red Light District, Bratina Says”.  That’s the headline.  
Bratina didn’t say that.  And it’s quite interesting because what I did say was that we do have 
encroaching in our neighbourhoods, uh, in the north end, in, uh, Court Town, in other 
neighbourhoods throughout, beyond Ward 2 and all over the place these so-called, uh, 
aromatherapies and bath-houses and whatever, which are, in fact, uh, places, adult 
entertainment parlours where females are touching males.  I’m not against that.  You know, 
that’s part of life.  What I am against is that they’re in, right beside, in one case, right beside a 
family with children who see customers arriving at all hours of the night and other problems 
associated with it. 
 
So, I shared with my, uh, colleagues at City Hall and staff, uh, a draft by-law from the City of 
Ottawa.  And, and what I said was that the way it is now, we, we can’t seem to control where 
these places are located and I said even a red light district would be better than this.  But I’m 
not proposing a red light district.  “Give City Red Light District, Bratina Says.”  Didn’t say that. 
 Not only that, I told the reporter about three times that that was not what I was about.  It was 
about working, drafting a by-law, doing whatever we can to prevent what I said.  And then the 
reporter goes on about “Well, what ward would it be if was ... ?”  I said this isn’t about wards.  
There could be, as there is now, one here, one there, but they need to be in industrial areas 
or commercial areas and areas where they’re not in, in this case I was referring to, a family 
living next door, park across the street, school a block away.  Don’t put it there. 
 
So the whole thing starts.  And one of the councillors, “Well, not in my neighbourhood”.  And 
people write blogs that say “Why doesn’t he put it on his street?”  It is on my street!  I’m trying 
to get it off my street!  But it’s just silly, you know, like. 
 
And the most disturbing thing is the e-mail from which this was drawn was an internal e-mail 
and somebody shared it with the news reporter.  So would you please not bother sending me 
any arguments.  And I’m not even saying a red light district is wrong or right and I don’t want 
a public debate on a red light district.  All I want to do is find ways so that these facilities are 
not located in family-oriented neighbourhoods.  That’s all.  Thank you. 

 
Bratina talked about the issue again in a conversation with another CHML announcer, Roy 
Green, at 8:10 am. 
 

Green: Hey, Bob.  I, um, I wanted to talk to you about the issue of a, you know, red light 
district in Hamilton. 
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Bratina: Sure. 
 
Green: Because, uh, there’s something that I’ve long believed that we need to have in our 
major urban centres to, to control the activity and to control where the, uh, the stroll, as it’s 
euphemistically called, is located. 
 
Bratina: Well, okay.  Now I have to remind you, because we had this quick chat. 
 
Green: Yeah. 
 
Bratina: That I was not, in my discussions with staff and committee, discussing a red light 
district.  I said what we have now, a red light district would be better.  But what I was aiming 
at was, was wording our by-law so that we could control the body rubs. 
 
Green: Yeah. 
 
Bratina: Yeah. 
 
Green: No, I, lookit, I.  That’s a very sensible point and, and it’s one that should be discussed 
and, uh, one that should be implemented.  Now, but, the, of course, I hit you with that little bit 
of news that I found out – 
 
Bratina: Yeah, what was that? 
 
Green: -- on the weekend.  And that is in Germany, in, uh, certain parts of Germany, where, 
where there are red light districts, seniors are going to be getting a fifty per cent cut in, in the 
rate at, um, certain commercially, uh, run operations, so.  [Bratina laughs]  So I didn’t know 
whether there was an ulterior motive in talking about this. 
 
Bratina: No.  [Bratina & Green laugh] 
 
Green: You know what?  I really enjoyed reading the story because the, the madam – I think 
it’s a woman – who runs the place, or the places, said we’re trying to broaden our 
demographic.  [Bratina & Green laugh]  So I’m reading this on the weekend and I thought 
okay, so I gotta bring this up on Monday morning and now – and I knew I would be – I’m 
really sorry that I did.  [Bratina & Green laugh]  So don’t everybody run out and buy a 
Lufthansa ticket.  Anyway.  [laughs] 
 
Bratina: But, I think it was kind of funny, though, that this question of red light came up.  So 
what do you think the ques-, the poll question was on Friday? 
 
Green: I don’t know. 
 
Bratina: “Should cross-walks in Hamilton have amber lights?”  [Bratina & Green laugh]  So 
now we’ve got an amber light district.  [Bratina & Green laugh] 

 
Notwithstanding the complainant’s description of the broadcast, the CBSC Secretariat 
found no instance during the Bob Bratina Morning Show where he discussed the press’s 
treatment of Barbara Amiel. 


