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APPENDIX A

CBSC Decision 07/08-1229
CKYE-FM (Red FM) re an episode of the Harjinder Thind Show

The Harjinder Thind Show is an open-line talk show on which the host, guests and callers
discuss social, educational and cultural issues. Both English and Punjabi are spoken
during the program. It airs weekday mornings from 8:00 am to 11:00 am. On January 31,
2008, Thind interviewed Len Remple, a representative from an organization called Parents
for Democracy in Education. They discussed an agreement that the BC Government
made with two homosexual men to review the representation of homosexuality in the BC
school curriculum. A transcript of the segment is follows. Portions in square brackets are
English translations of statements originally made in Punjabi.

Thind: Mr. Remple, good morning.

Remple: Good morning, sir.

Thind: So, tell us first about this contract. What’s going on, what you got under the Freedom
of, uh, Information Act.

Remple: There is an act, uh, a contract has been, uh, uh, gone into between two men,
Peter and Murray Corren, who are married to each other, these two men. They’ve a contract
with the Province of British Columbia. It’s, uh, quite a lengthy contract. I’ve a photocopy of it
which I will leave with, uh, you, sir.

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: And it’s in legal language, but when we summarize it so that it would be
easier to understand, we came up with eight points. May I read them to you?

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: A contract was given by the BC Government to two homosexual activists in
April 2006. The contract grants special privileges to the Correns to review the rewriting of the
whole BC school curriculum in every subject from kindergarten to grade 12. The Correns are
two homosexual activists living together who combined their names to one surname: Corren.
C-O-R-R-E-N. The intent of the contract is to cause the entire BC school curriculum to
reflect a favourable portrayal of homosexuals and a favourable portrayal of the homosexual
lifestyle. No parents were granted the same privilege. These are two men who will never
have children. They have a right to indoctrinate children, but parents who have children don’t
have equal privileges.

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: They revised –

Thind: Mm hm. Uh, [the copy of the contract which he has brought is also given to me. It’s
really, uh, signed by the B.C. Minister of Education and both of those men. Uh, this contract
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was made in 2006, in which they have been asked that they have to write down the whole
curriculum for B.C. schools, from the first standard elementary school to the twelfth grade to
change the whole syllabus. Studies about gays and lesbians, which [sic] are homosexual
people, should be introduced in it and he also said that those two men have no child, they
have combined their surname. They are married to each other, both males, men, and the
parents are not part of it. There is no participation of the parents in this exercise, whose
children are students and they have objections to this.] Uh, we understand this now and, uh,
have you approached our Attorney-General or the Minister of Education?

Remple: Yes, I had a meeting with our, with the Attorney-General, Wally Oppal, and
Shirley Bond on March 5, 2007. They, we met, we presented our protestations about this and
they said that they would get back to us to answer our questions. We haven’t, we had a letter
from them which was a generic letter which said nothing. They did really not accept our
protests and, uh, they have, since then, we’ve had many, m-, a lot of correspondence to
them. And everything they ignored. We are ignored. I know they want us to go away.

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: Now we –

Thind: Haven’t you brought out specifically to the Attorney-General that your whole
community is not in favour of lesbian and gay curriculum in the schools?

Remple: We have done that, but may I give you a bit of background about the
Correns? Uh, I think it’s about seven years ago, they laid a charge at the Human Rights
Commission against the province that there was no teaching of homosexuality in any of the
subjects. Finally, it looked like the government was going to lose. At least they thought they
were going to lose. They could’ve fought it with tax money, but instead they knuckled under.
And they just said we’ll give you a contract and this contract that they have that all the
subjects for all the grades’ll be revised to make homosexuality be a favourable impre-, leave
a favourable impression.

Thind: Mm hm. So, another thing I want to ask you is, like, you are a Protestant. There’s a
huge community in Abbottsford area, in rural mainland, why you would like to approach Sikh
community particularly or Indo-Canadian community?

Remple: I have, uh, been persuaded that the Sikh community is listened to by the
politicians. They want your votes. And they will listen more to a Sikh community or a Muslim
community or some others, other than those of us who are, uh, usually what are called
“Christians”.

Thind: Community at large.

Remple: Community at large. And, but, with regard to this, we have a common, um,
challenge here because this contract and the revision of the educational system will change,
will challenge your religious values, your cultural values, your traditional values and your
heritage. And when these children are taught about homosexuality from grade 12, from
kindergarten to grade 12, the young person is curious. Now what if those kids that are
curious experiment? And what if they experiment and get AIDS or HIV? And it’s a total
denunciation of our traditional values. And this is, it’s really indoctrination. And we want to
oppose that as vigorously as we can.

Thind: Mm hm. And, uh, now, you think if this contract is fulfilled as a result of this, uh, uh,
all the students in British Columbia will be studying along with all these subjects about gays
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and lesbians?

Remple: Yes. I do. And let me, I’m glad, that’s a good question you ask, because
when I was talking with Wally Oppal, I ask-, we asked the question “Will traditional schools,
private schools, religious schools, home-schoolers be exempt from it?”

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: And all he said was, this was an interesting way of putting it. He said, “Yes,
they will be exempt.” There was a pause and then he said “for now”.

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: Which tells me they’re not going to be exempt. And if, if this is pushed
through, that all religious schools have to teach it as well. Well then, they will say if you don’t
teach it, the kids are not going to get accreditation for their grade from the province.

Thind: Mm hm.

Remple: And that is a, is a very serious thing because when kids go to school they
want to be graduates.

Thind: [This point is very important, that this contract was given to them in 2006, to both gay
persons. Uh, those men are writing down the whole syllabus again. This will be introduced
to your children from the first grade to the twelfth grade. In every subject, this gay
consciousness will be inducted and he has also met the Minister of Education Shirley Bond
and Attorney General Wally Oppal and he has also asked them whether religious schools be
exempted from it. They said yes, they will be free for now. He said I understand from it that
these schools will not be exempted and they will also have to teach all that because if you
want to take provincial credits in provincial exams then that syllabus will be compulsory.
When this will be compulsory to pass to get credits then Khalsa schools and other such
which are, uh, private, religious, uh, educational institutions, uh, other such type schools will
also have to teach the gay and lesbian lessons and this community is worried a lot. He said
in clear words when I asked why have you come to our radio station, because his community
has many radio stations within mainstream society, in the society at large, uh, Roman
Catholics, Protestants, Anglicans, a very big community which is opposing it. He said that we
have come here because we Christians are not listened to with that care by the politicians the
way the Sikh community is listened to. They need the votes of the Sikh community and as
they evade from the Sikh community, they don’t evade us. I have come because of this, to
tell the Sikh community that what is going to happen. And you can do as you wish.] So, uh,
I’m sure you have studied this contract in detail.

Remple: Yes.

Thind: So when it’s going to be in effect [sic]? How many years is it going to be since it’s
come into effect?

Remple: For grade 12, they have already got it in effect from September 2007 ’til June
2008. For grade 12. But it’s a big job to rewrite the whole curriculum. So they, the
Department of Education’s working on it progressively. The next stage that they want to have
ready is starting for lower grades, September 1, 2008. And as fast as they can make these
changes it’ll be introduced into the schools.

Thind: [He is saying that, because this is a very big task, to change the syllabus for all the
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classes. He said that because of this, first of all, from September 1, 2008 the syllabus of
twelfth will be changed and then other junior classes will be changed one by one. So, when
this is changed, then the rights of gays and lesbians or to be gays and lesbians will be
propagated right from the general text books themselves.] So, there was a moment here in
Surrey before. Mary Polak was our school, uh, board chair at that time. A Murray
Chamberlain named teacher started all those books, gay books.

Remple: Yes.

Thind: And, uh, those gay books had, uh, pictures of a child with two dads, a picture of a
child with two moms and said this is your blue dad, this is your red dad. And children were
puzzled and asking questions at home: “Dad, how come I have only one dad? They’re
teaching us in school that a child can have two dads.” And the parents were quite puzzled
and they were objecting to this kind of thing. And eventually those books were rejected.

Remple: Yes.

Thind: Now that was only into [sic] the Surrey school district. Now don’t you think the voices
will rise from various school districts’ parents in British Columbia when this thing’s going to
happen or people are not aware of it?

Remple: That is the big problem. We estimate that two per cent of parents in BC
know about this. Because this will affect all parents. And, you see, we’re convinced, first
parents must become aware of this revision of the school curriculum. Then, once they’re
aware they will become concerned. And once they are concerned they will be alarmed at
what’s coming. And we can make it clear over and over again: we are not against
homosexuals. If they want to live that lifestyle, that’s up to them. Give them the freedom to
do that. But we don’t want the freedom to teach it to our kids. That is where we draw the
line.

Thind: [He says that we have no objection about the lifestyle, the way of living they have
chosen. Let them live like that. A man can marry a man, a woman can live with a woman.
We do not bother about their sexual orientation; they can live like that, but we, who are not
gays, so they have no right to propagate it to our children. They should have no right to
convince them or teach them. He says our objection is only this and I want to tell you that he
has come here because if the Punjabi community comes to know about this, Indian Sikhs
come to know, Muslims come to know, then they will definitely object to it. He says that we
know that your cultural values in this regard are similar to our cultural values. So, he says
only because of this I met Wally Oppal and I said to Wally Oppal that the cultural values of
your people are similar to us. He says no, this thing does not matter, but which are general
people, they are not aware of this and Mr. Remple has also said that only two per cent of
parents know about this. Ninety-eight per cent of parents do not know yet that the syllabus is
being changed slowly and slowly from 2006, in that their children will be taught about gays
and lesbians.] Line one, hello.

caller: Sat Sri Akal [a Punjabi salutation]

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

caller: And good morning to your guest.

Remple: Thank you.

caller: Uh, what I’m, I’m very puzzled and I’m astonished. They have all the freedom. What
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they want to do closed behind doors [sic], that’s their prerogative. What they want to do. But
why are they forcing on every child in British Columbia? I mean, that’s, uh, that’s they’re
infringing on the freedom of other individuals. And I am totally, totally dead, dead against
that. And I’m appalled that government is li-, letting this happen. And, uh, I’m very sad about
that. I mean, you know, they can, they can go ahead and do whatever they want behind
closed doors. Nobody’s telling them not to do that. But forcing curriculum on the kids of
British Columbia without telling anybody, that is, uh, draconian. Thank you.

Thind: Um, [Actually he has come here for the same purpose. He says that our community
is trying in this regard and the Indian community should co-operate with us. We, with this
support, want to government, uh, to lobby the government on this issue, that these books,
these text books which are being prepared should not be in the whole syllabus. He says that
our cultural values, uh, your, uh, cultural values are similar on this issue. He has come here
to get our support.]. Jasveer, line two, Red FM.

Jasveer: Sat Sri Akal.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

Jasveer: [Uh, I think it does not matter whether it is put in the syllabus or not because
children will study them in class, but when they become teenagers, they will only be attracted
to people of the opposite sex. Simply studying this does not mean that girls will start to like
girls and boys to boys. If there is, uh, an attraction to the opposite sex, there is an attraction
between girls or between boys, then it means those are sick children. This is a little sick
group. Uh, I remember there were two girls studying with me in ninth and tenth. They always
said that they don’t like boys. Then they started nursing studies. I have come to know now
that this is gay, what we talked about then. Those girls, when staying in a hostel, they were
sleeping in one bed in spite of their rooms and now, up to now they have not got married. So,
I think even if books are changed, it will only be freedom for those people who have sick
minds because a healthy child doesn’t go that way ever.]

Thind: Thank you, [Madam]. Um, this caller is saying that, um, even if these books are
taught, they’re in, in the syllabus, that’s not going to affect normal people. There’s a certain
small group of sick people who are gays or lesbians. It’s going to affect them only. They’re
sick anyways, she goes. Uh, even if these books or the syllabuses change, it’s not going to
affect because normally boys are attracted to a girl, the girl is attracted to a boy. And, uh,
there’re very few women attracted to women or men attracted to men for this, uh, you know,
gay or lesbian purposes. So she’s of the view that it’s not going to make any difference. This
is a group of sick people. She’s given an example of two students and those two girls always
said “We don’t like boys”, then, eventually, they were sleeping together. So, uh, she’s of the
view that, uh, let them do it. It’s only sick people that’ll probably get convinced from them.
Normal, prudent students would not be influenced by the syllabus or these books.

Remple: I disagree with that. Because the young minds are curious. That’s the
nature of young minds. They’re curious. And if they are taught, if a teacher who has, who is
an authority figure says “It’s just another lifestyle. There’s nothing, uh, to be ashamed of.” As
a matter of fact, they, in American schools, they will say to them “Are you sure you’re
heterosexual? Maybe you’re a homosexual. You should try it and then see if you are a
homosexual or if you’re not.” I can, I have all kinds of documentation, in California, Michigan,
whatnot where they’re encouraging the straight children to experiment, to see if they are
homosexuals.

Thind: [He says: I am not in agreement with you because I have documentation from
Michigan and many other places, really he has a big file, uh, I have brought those documents
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here, according to which even straight children are asked to experiment with this, you may
like the gay lifestyle. You may be gay. Just try it first, experiment with it. You should
experiment with it. You may be a lesbian. He says that children with curious minds may be
influenced by this kind of propaganda.] Uh, line three, Red FM, hello.

caller: [Hello, Mr. Thind.] Sat Sri Akal. [Same to your guest.]

Thind: Sat Sri Akal, [sir].

caller: [Mr. Thind, uh, I am totally against it because this is a sickness, just like the
government says smoking is no good. If smoking is no good then how can being gay be
good? This is very injurious to health. The disease of AIDS is spreading. We should try to
control AIDS. I don’t know why Ministers have decided so, but this will harm the children, the
normal, healthy children will be affected by it one way or another. I want to say, this syllabus
should not be in schools. Our community should support him. Thanks a lot. He is making
us aware. I also want to say that when this syllabus is introduced, there should be rallies in
front of the schools.]

Thind: Thank you. He says, I’m totally against this. And it’s just like smoking. If smoking is
bad, how can this be best? Or how can this be good? He says that AIDS is spreading along.
And, uh, it should not happen. He wanna [sic] thank you to bringing to [sic] their notice. And
he thinks there should be rallies in front of the schools for these kinds of things.

Remple: You’re right. In, in front of school boards. School boards are the ones that
can be very effective. I have appeared before the Abbottsford School Board twice to protest
this. And it has been a very successful, uh, meeting. Um, I’d like to add something here
that’s very important. If this is a totally harmless change in the curriculum, then why did the
government sign it, prepare it and sign it in secret? No newspaper, no radio station, no TV
station mentioned this. It was totally in secret and we discovered it quite by accident. But if a
thing is wholesome, why should it be secret? Have they checked with Health Canada,
Statistics Canada to say “what’s the harm in this?”? No, it was all done in secret.

Thind: Mm hm. [He says if this is a good thing, then why has the government given the
contract so secretly? They are bringing about change. If the government thinks that this is
not harmful, then why is it not talked about openly? He says that we have come to know
about this by chance, otherwise nobody knows about it. He says if this is good, then why
were there no consultations? Why was Health Canada not consulted? If it will not harm the
health of students. He says why is the whole syllabus of all of B.C. being changed by a
contract? If the government thinks this is good, and he has also said that this gay group laid
a charge at the Human Rights Commission against the government about not being allowed
to propagate this in schools. The government was almost going to lose, so they knuckled
under. And instead of fighting, gave in. So, the government gave them this contract. He
says, until now, no radio or television station has broadcast it because they don’t know. They
don’t know because the government granted this contract in total secrecy to two gay people
that allows the whole syllabus to be changed. If it was declared openly, then radio or TV
stations could broadcast it. Now we know about this, so we want to make people aware of
this, but he says that people didn’t know about it until now because it was kept so secret.]
Satvinder, line one.

Satvinder: Uh, hello, um, Sat Sri Akal.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

Satvinder: All I want to say is, um, like, yeah, definitely we are in full support of Mr.
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Remple and what I’m wondering is what way would he want us to support him? Like, are we
doing a petition or what’s going to happen in future? I mean, we should start on this as soon
as possible because this is appalling. Um, I cannot even imagine my kids having to go
through that syllabus. Even for a day. Thank you.

Thind: Mr. Remple, uh, what’s the mode of your protest? Are you protesting it through the
petition? Or, what are you doing? What should people do?

Remple: We’ve been, inside information tells me that petitions are largely ignored. I
have, I, I must relate some experiences of how we are ignored. For instance, I sent a letter
explaining our position to every MLA and when I phoned their offices, I find that they just
shred it. They say, when they get back to me, uh, they’ll say, “Go to your local MLA”. Just
one MLA. Now if, if you take that further, why, uh, would the province not have allowed a
balance of parents’ input? If these two men want to have a revision, okay. That should be
balanced, the Legislature has two sides to it: the, the Liberals and the NDP. One is the
Opposition. Why couldn’t they have allowed and invited parents to have some input?
Parents have no input at all and the Correns can review, progressively, the, as it proceeds,
they can pro-, they can, uh, review it, but no parents have been invited. Parents are invited to
write. But there’s no response except a generic letter.

Thind: [He says that this contract was given to two gay men, but he says if they want to
revise the syllabus, no problem, but parents should also be allowed to participate in the
process. What is the reason that they want revision? They want to revise so gay and lesbian
lessons are introduced. Why are parents not allowed to participate in the process? Parents
should also be made part of this exercise.] David, line three. Hello.

David: Good morning.

Thind: Good morning.

David: Uh, I, I would say that this is a, a [?] act for shameless people. Um, actually do you
know why they are doing is [sic] because, because they want to make it legal like Ontario to
have the gay marriages legal, you know, in BC as well. That’s why they’re doing it.

Thind: Mm hm?

David: That’s it. Thanks.

Thind: Okay. That was a comment. Line four. Jinder.

Jinder: Sat Sri Akal, Mr. Thind.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal, sir.

Jinder: [Yes sir, I am Jinder Dhingra speaking from Mission.]

Thind: [Yes, sir.]

Jinder: [Sir, uh, I totally agree with your caller. This is very wrong. What our government is
doing is totally wrong. He said he has written letters to MLAs, but ask him where he is going
to hold a rally or how to protest. I will be the first to be there.]

Thind: Well he’s volunteering himself it’s as if you want to protest or rally, I will the [sic] first
one to go there. He is against it. He, he’s saying that. [He is our, uh, our caller], uh,
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Gobinder, line five. Hello, Gobinder?

Gobinder: [Hello Mr. Thind.] Sat Sri Akal.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

Gobinder: [Mr. Thind, first of all, I want to thank your guest who has brought this matter
to our attention.]

Thind: Mm hm.

Gobinder: [He said that only two per cent of people know about this. No problem, now
others will also know. Look sir, I mean to say that it is right that everybody can live their life
according to their wishes, but they have no right to educate other people or our children
according to their wishes. Yes, if they want any change for the betterment of students, then
intellectuals’ or parents’ inputs can be taken from worldwide. They can consult the
intellectuals to change the syllabus for the betterment of students, not those two men.
Thanks.]

Thind: Thank you. Um, he’s saying that, um, he agrees with you. He wanna [sic] thank you
for bringing it to their notice because he says that, he, he’s right that you only two per cent
people [sic] probably do know, all the people will know. And he says if the syllabus was to be
revised, parents should’ve been part of it. And other intellectual people should’ve been part
of it. That’s his comments [sic]. Uh, line two, Red FM. Sukjinder.

Sukjinder: Hello, Sat Sri Akal, [dear brother].

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

Sukjinder: [Yes, dear brother, I totally agree with him. We should help him in a big way
and what was that sister (woman caller) saying that we should study it? Now look, she and
her classmates were in ninth year or ninth grade at the time, but if the same thing happens
with four- or five-year old youngsters and two or three more children join them and say that
it’s fun, then a youngster who is being pressured can commit something wrong. And now
also tell me whether those people will call the boys their “daughters-in-law” and this is our
“son-in-law”? In the same way, with boy with boy?]

Thind: Mm hm. Uh, caller’s, once again he’s against it and he’s saying, um, that, um, he
agrees with you. And also he disagrees with the previous caller who said, when she said that
it’s not gonna affect the normal children. He says younger children get influenced. Uh,
there’s a peer pressure [sic] on them and they start, uh, you know, experimenting on things
and stuff. And, uh, he’s speaking of, agrees with you, but, uh, I think, uh, the previous caller
–

Remple: Can I say, uh, may, may I comment first? Uh, one of the previous callers
asked “What are we going to do? How will our protest take place?” I’d like to list. We want
to get a whole, a large group of people to go to Victoria and protest there. Because I’ve been
told by one friendly MLA who said that gets the biggest attention, a protest. And especially
going to Vancou-, er, to Victoria. Secondly, we must all write, not just to our MLA, but to all
MLAs and they will, uh, I think they have a very high regard for the Sikh community. And your
letters will get more attention than mine. And with the, so we need to protest. We need to
write to the Minister of Education and the Attorney General. And we need, by telephone, fax,
e-mail and just flood them with that. We’ll have protests as well, but they need to be flooded
with communications, phone calls and, uh, whatever means of communication you can have.
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Thind: Mm hm. [He says that I am told by the MLA, the MLA who is my friend that the best
way is if you go with us to Victoria. We want to hold a demonstration in Victoria.] Peaceful
demonstrations, of course.

Remple: Oh yes, yes.

Thind: [We want to hold a peaceful demonstration in Victoria. He says that we are told by
an MLA that it will attract attention in a big way. He says that I have come to you to say that
the government listens to the Sikhs very carefully and if you support us, this community, he
says you can write letters, not only to one MLA, but all the MLAs. He says that letters from
Sikhs are very influential. Don’t write to only a single MLA, write to all the MLAs about
changing the syllabus for all BC students. Write that this is not right. He says this is the only
way because my letter cannot be as influential as a Sikh’s letter can be. He also says, and I
have received an e-mail that] [reads e-mail] “Hello, Thind. Thanks for Mr. Remple. I fully
support you. BC Government is taking us to the Stone Age by doing this all secretly. Thank
you both. J. Johal.” Uh, Raj, four, line four. Raj?

Raj: Hello?

Thind: Hi.

Raj: Hello. Sat Sri Akal, [Mr. Harjinder Thind.]

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

Raj: Sat Sri Akal [to your guest also.]

Thind: He’s wishing you.

Raj: Hello?

Thind: [Yes sir, speak.]

Raj: [Yes sir, yes sir. Sat Sri Akal, sir. I totally agree with him, I agree with him whatever
he is doing and bringing to us. He is making the people aware. This is very good, but what
one of the callers said, I do not agree with her. She said that normal children don’t do that
and only sick children do so. I agree with him, whatever he is doing, wherever he calls, we
will go there.] Thank you.

Thind: He’s saying, um, I don’t agree with the previous caller who said it’s not gonna affect
[sic]. He says I agree with you and will go wherever it’s needed. And, uh, I have that
previous caller on line, I guess. Line one, hello.

caller: Line one. Sat Sri Akal, sir.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

caller: [Uh, dear brother, it’s a very good topic, but what he is saying is that MLAs should be
informed.] They already know. [Because Wally Oppal, uh, he, he has a good, a good
position, who is from our community and he, are you sure that he has consulted with him in
this regard? But he is not initiating, and he is saying that MLAs will do that. MLAs are
already sleeping, all of them.]
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Thind: Okay. Hold on. Uh, he’s saying that if you’ve already gone to Wally Oppal, that
means all the MLAs know already. What’s the idea of telling the MLAs again? He says
MLAs are sleeping anyways.

Remple: Well, we, I, I believe that if they get repeat communications that, that it isn’t
dying. They, they want people, they want the whole subject to die. But if we keep up the
pressure of letters to Wally Oppal and Shirley Bond and all the other MLAs, to the Premier
and, and especially write to your sch-, when you have a letter finished, send it to the school
board as well. Appear before the school board. I can help anybody who will go and be a
delegate at the school board because the school board has influence.

Thind: Mm hm. Okay, I have another caller. Shaboz. Shaboz?

Shaboz: Hello?

Thind: Hi.

Shaboz: Hi there. Um, Shaboz here. I’d like to, to just make a little point too.

Thind: Mm hm? Go ahead.

Shaboz: Hello? Hello?

Thind: Go ahead, Shaboz.

Shaboz: Yes, uh, basically what I wanted to say was, was that, uh, [call breaks up].

Thind: Your line is breaking up. Uh, can you call again? Shaboz is, uh, from Muslim
community.

Remple: Mm hm.

Thind: Line three. Red FM.

caller: Sat Sri Akal, sir.

Thind: Sat Sri Akal.

caller: [Uh, sir, my] point of view. [Uh, with most of your callers and somewhat opposite of
your guest. Because when the curriculum is changed, just like earlier when black people
started going to schools. Those blacks were not allowed to go with the Whites. And then you
know that the President, uh, had to send guards to schools] just to make them integrated.
[Now there is] Black History Month [at schools. Their history is also being taught. Now take
our religion. Uh, in our religion nobody has written about this, although the Qur’an and the
Bible were also there, Gurus (Sikh Prophets) have also written from it because there should
be a right to everybody to do his way. And also, many of our children, there was a Surrey guy
who committed suicide by jumping from Pattullo Bridge simply because he was teased.]. He
wasn’t even gay. We don’t know whether he was gay or not gay. [But he was teased
because of that.] So what does, syllabus change is about, is teaching children about that.
Teaching children that, yes, there are different lifestyles. Uh, I’m not going to even go into the
debate of whether it’s a chosen lifestyle or whether it’s natural. But just the simple fact that
there are some people who live differently. Because of that they shouldn’t have to die. And
we shouldn’t bother them to that point. We are, [uh, we are Sikhs, now our many people,
even now children who wear turbans, uh, if they do not live in Surrey, in many schools they
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are teased.]. So as a minority, for us to put that onto different minority, I think that’s very
hypocritic [sic].

Thind: Um.

Remple: I didn’t quite follow him.

Thind: Okay, um, he, he spoke two languages. He’s saying, I’m not in favour of this. Uh,
that you shouldn’t protesting [sic] because he thinks this, that minority group, gays as a
minority group, and we are minority group. And he says when, uh, the black people start
going school [sic] and white people were not allowing them to go to school, he says they have
the right to live their life the way they have chosen. He says if a Sikh child out of Surrey goes
to school with a turban, other people do bother him. He has also given an example of a
student, uh, I think he’s talking about Nastoh who committed suicide and jumped from the
Pattullo Bridge a few years ago. But that was a case of bullying. His mother has already
explained to us on that, on the same talk show here. And, uh, but he says, I’m not sure it
was a gay issue or not. But still they are a minority group, we are minority group. It’s a
hypocritical, uh, to criticize them. That’s what, uh, this caller is saying.

Remple: Well, um, that may be. I can’t really totally disagree with him. Because
people want to live whatever lifestyle they want. We have no right. We don’t even, we don’t,
make no attempt to change their lifestyle. But we are asking that, uh, they do not, uh,
propaganda, the, uh, their, their information to the young minds. We just want to have the
freedom to, to, uh, raise our children and educate them because, without the influence of a
lifestyle that’s diff-, contrary to most parents. I’ll give you an example. If they teach music at
school and they say one of the greatest authors, er, composers was Tchaikovsky and he was
gay. Well that’s fine. But are they going to say for every person that they study, whether it’s
Louis Pasteur or Christopher Columbus, will they say “But he was heterosexual”? It has
nothing to do, a person’s sexuality should have nothing to do with their accomplishment.

Thind: Mm hm?

Remple: And so that it, it should, the subjects that are taught should be taught neutral.
Not identifying people with it, it, it, to me it makes, it has no sense of logic to it.

Thind: Uh, Gurvinder, [you are our last caller, sir]. Gurvinder?

Gurvinder: Mr. Thind, good morning.

Thind: Good morning.

Gurvinder: Uh, good morning to your guest too. I have actually positive, uh, view with
this gentleman that first thing, I think, I have two children, aged five and nine. And I don’t
really want it, until they pass grade eleven, they shouldn’t get this kind of information in their
hands, to be reading about gay and, uh, lesbian lives, uh, and their orientation. Uh, in one
case a [?] caller was saying that, uh, they have a right to say anything. That’s fine. If they
can do something, they can do it on their own. But our children should not be introduced to
any different lifestyle until grade twelve. Grade twelve and all these kids are getting numbers
of information and they are getting mature, then they can read it. They can read any articles
or if they have any syllabus in grade twelve, that’s fine. I think they will have it their decision
at the time of the what’s wrong, what’s not. But until grade twelve, I don’t think it’s totally, uh,
acceptable in young, young children and I think, uh, I should, uh, request to all the
community, the Sikh community that they know their values, they know their principles of, uh,
[vigil?] and their culture. They should support and they should, uh, give their support to this
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gentleman to launch any kind of petition or any kind of, of protest against, um, um, the school
board or the people who think that. Thank you so much.

Thind: Okay, thank you. Uh, Tina. Hi, Tina.

Tina: Hi there. I just wanted to say that I, uh, totally, um, agree that this kind of subject
should be introduced in the schools because, um, kids nowadays learn from all kind of
mediums [sic], they learn from TV, they could be age five, six. So if school can teach this
subject in a proper manner and in a positive manner, it’s better to learn from school than
learning from other kids. Or from kids getting depressed, not knowing what’s going on and
then issues like committing suicide, whatnot. These subjects can be handled in a very well-
mannered by [sic] proper teachers in schools versus them learning on their own and because
a lot of Indian parents don’t talk about these issues at home, but they complain about the fact
that they shouldn’t be taught at school.

Thind: Thank you. Your, uh, comments in closing.

Remple: Okay. I, I would like to say that, uh, we, all of us need to protect our values.
And if you want, if we want to allow values that are different from the parents’ values, then in
one generation we will have a totally new philosophy for children. And I ask the question, uh,
if you want to protect your religious values, your cultural values, your traditional values,
protect your heritage, then you will prote-, uh, protest this. If not, if you don’t think that those
values are in danger, then go ahead. But I would like to leave you with this. I will leave my e-
mail address at the station here. I can say it now and, uh, –

Thind: What’s your e-mail.

Remple: E-mail address is at the bottom there. It’s LenRemple@shaw.ca. That’s L-
E-N R-E-M-P-L-E at Shaw dot C-A. We have, uh, someone making up a webpage at the
moment. It’s not ready. And as soon as it’s ready, I’ll let the radio station here know, so that
people can go on the web to get more information.

Thind: LenRemple@shaw.ca. L-E-N R-E-M-P-L-E at Shaw dot C-A. [You can contact him
through e-mail. About your support or opposition or whatever you want to convey to him, you
can use it. I want to thank all of you for your participation.] And Mr. Remple, thank you very
much for bringing notice. Could you please leave the copy of it. I think we are the first radio
station to broadcast this –

Remple: Yes.

Thind: -- information. It was so secret, kept by the government. It never really went to the
parents at all. Only two parents knew or heard about it. And those were, most of them were,
uh, kind of quite ignorant about the effects or effect in the, in this agreement.

Remple: That’s right. And then –

Thind: So, uh, I want to thank you once again.

Remple: Thank you for having me. And, if I may, I’d like to come back as, uh, news
develops.

Thind: Thank you.


