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APPENDIX A

CBSC Decision 09/10-1457
CHCH-TV re a report on CHCH News (vehicle accident)

CHCH-TV aired the following news report on March 15, 2010 during its evening
newscast. Anchor Nick Dixon introduced the report by Al Sweeney about a collision
between a mini-van and a motorcycle which left the motorcycle driver in hospital.

Dixon: The family of a Hamilton woman critically injured in a nasty crash on Highway 6
say things are looking a little better tonight. They’re rallying around [D.J.] who was
paralyzed when her motorcycle was hit by a car. Meanwhile, the wife of the driver
charged in the case says he’s not a monster. Al Sweeney has the latest on this story.

The report began with reporter Al Sweeney standing outside of a house. There were a
lawn chair, pieces of wood and a children’s plastic picnic table on the front lawn, and a
black SUV or mini-van in the driveway.

Sweeney: At [Mr. J.A.]’s home, his wife told us her husband is distraught over the
accident, as she spoke out on his behalf.

[Mrs. A] was then standing outside her home talking to Sweeney. Her face was visible,
but her body was obscured by the vehicle. A dog was inside the house barking,
standing by the screen door.

[Mrs. J.A.]: This was an accident and everybody is saying that he didn’t even stop
and ran her down. He tried to stop.

Sweeney: He tried to stop?

[Mrs. J.A.]: Yes, he did! He’s not an animal! He’s not a freakin’ monster! [her voice
breaks because she is upset] It was an accident and we feel bad enough as it is!

There was a close-up of the dog through the screen door window and a children’s
basketball net was partially visible outside the door.

Sweeney: She said he wants to send his deepest apologies but was told not to
contact anyone right now.

Sweeney was then shown on a cell phone.

Sweeney: [Mr. J.A.] wasn’t home, but over the phone he refused to comment,
saying a lawyer had told him not to say anything.

There was then a scene of two police officers and a man in an orange sweatshirt
standing by police cars on a road.
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Sweeney: He’s charged with careless driving after a mini-van crashed from behind
into a motorcycle on Highway 6 last week.

There was photograph of a blonde woman on a motorcycle.

Sweeney: Thirty-one-year-old [D.J.] was riding the bike.

There was a close-up of a mini-van’s crumpled front rammed into the back of a
motorcycle. A police officer was standing beside the vehicles, writing something on a
notepad.

Sweeney: She was thrown onto the front of the van, breaking her neck and her
back, leaving her with extensive paralysis.

Close-up of the van’s cracked front windshield.

Sweeney: Doctors have told her she’ll probably never walk again.

Sweeney was then seen standing beside the sign for the Hamilton General Hospital.

Sweeney: Her family says [D.J.] is doing a little bit better here at Hamilton General.
She can move her arms but not her legs. And they say she could be transferred soon out
of intensive care. And she’s in good spirits.

Interview with [Mr. R.C., D.J.’s] fiancé: She’s smilin’, she’s gettin’ little chuckles. She’s
bein’ her normal self. She’s goin’ through, she, she gets her little sad periods, but she
pulls right back through ’cause she knows there’s a ton of people here that love her.

Another photo of [D.J.] on a motorcycle was shown.

Sweeney: [D.J.]’s sister says there’s still concern about internal injuries and that
[D.J.] may need an organ transplant. If so ...

Interview with [J.J., D.J]’s sister: If she needs anything, I will be there for her, to donate
anything to her.

Sweeney: A liver?

[J.J.]: A liver. Anything, any kind of organ that she needs, I’m there.

A man and woman were shown hugging outside the hospital.

Sweeney: Her loved ones are trying to stay positive, but her mother is angry that
the driver has only been charged with careless driving.

Interview with [C.J., D.J.’s] mother: There should be criminal charges laid. Road
awareness. We are out there on bikes. Kids are out there. You are driving a vehicle,
you must be aware of your surroundings.

There was then another scene of the mini-van crumpled into the motorcycle, as officers
examined the vehicles.
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Sweeney: A careless driving charge carries a maximum six months in jail. But the
OPP say they’ve never seen that jail sentence handed out. Al Sweeney, CHCH News,
Hamilton.


