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APPENDIX B

CBSC Decision 13/14-0046
CITY-DT re The Long Weekend

The Complaint

The following complaint was sent to the CRTC on September 7, 2013 and forwarded to

the CBSC:

Citytv, Sat 9 pm, Sept 7, The Long Weekend, R-rated UK movie

Within first 10 min of movie while kids are still awake, uncensored shot of couple having
sex, boobs flopping with a video camera taping them. Then a different woman in bed with
her mouth full of semen which she swallows to answer a question about her adultery. Very
mysogenist [sic] with uncensored swearing and sex scenes, is this really what we want
kids to watch on a Saturday night? What happened to standards? "Oh my god, how'd you
like to have that wrapped around your cock?"

In today's rape culture, this is really quite disturbing on basic television at 9 o'clock. It is
the corrosion of childhood. Have porn producers taken over basic tv?

The complainant sent a second complaint to the CRTC on September 11 which was also

forwarded to the CBSC:

CityTV, Saturday, September 7 @ 9 pm

Movie: R-rated The Long Weekend

Hi there,

I feel that City-TV is not doing enough to safeguard childhood. They aired a R-rated,
incredibly misogynistic and sexually explicit title, videotape and all, at 9 pm on a Saturday
night.

Within the first 10 minutes...

- a college couple having sex with a videotape recording, woman on top and breasts
bouncing and exposed. Apparently, she is okay with another man walking in to have a
casual conversation with her sex partner.

- a young woman comes out from under covers with her mouth full of semen which she
must swallow before explaining to her boyfriend why she is performing fellatio on another
man. Again, a videocam is recording everything and she is totally okay with that.
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- later, another supposedly normal girl having loud sex. In front of others afterwards, semen
is noticed running down her leg. She scoops it up on her finger and licks it up. This is what
passes for a prime-time "comedy" on City-tv.

- swearing is totally uncensored. A guy shows his brother polaroids of racy women:
"wouldn't you like to have that wrapped around your cock?"

- all women in the movie are up for any type of sex, photographed, videotaped or whatever.

This is really offensive to me in today's current rape culture, the normalization of girls as
sex objects ... where NS + Maritimes universities chant rape songs about underage girls,
and underage girls like Raetah Parsons are photos unconscious being rapes [sic], with
their explicit images posted to Facebook for the amusement of others. She is dead now.

It is very depressing that women are being depicted this way at a time when impressionable
youth are still watching TV. It normalizes exploitation of girls and women … I am sure the
directors of this sleazy film must usually make porn movies – but why must City TV endorse
their efforts??

I hope that you will consider this issue – it's sickening to me – what with UK Prime Minister
Cameron's concerns about the "corrosion of childhood" by porn in that country. I had
hoped we could protect our own children better.

Please feel free to contact me by phone. I really need to know that this movie was not
"okay" for programming Saturday @ 9 pm (probably it aired earlier in other parts of the
country).

Broadcaster Response

The broadcaster responded to the complainant on November 1:

We have received your complaint to the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council (CBSC)
regarding the broadcast of The Long Weekend on City Toronto (CITY-TV) at 9 pm on
September 7, 2013.

As you may be aware, the CBSC is an independent organization that administers codes
and standards proposed by the Canadian Association of Broadcasters (CAB), and
approved by the Canadian Radio Television and Telecommunications Commission. City
Toronto is owned and operated by Rogers Broadcasting and is a member in good standing
with the CBSC.

The codes and standards administered by the CBSC include the CAB Code of Ethics and
the Equitable Portrayal Code. For your reference, the following clauses are relevant to
your concerns:
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Code of Ethics:

Clause 10 – Scheduling

(a) Programming which contains sexually explicit material or coarse or
offensive language intended for adult audiences shall not be telecast
before the late viewing period, defined as 9 pm to 6 am. Broadcasters
shall refer to the Voluntary Code Regarding Violence in Television
Programming for provisions relating to the scheduling of programming
containing depictions of violence.

(b) Recognizing that there are older children watching television after
9 pm, broadcasters shall adhere to the provisions of Clause 11 below
(viewer advisories), enabling viewers to make an informed decision as to
the suitability of the programming for themselves and their family
members.

(c) In order to provide viewers with the benefit of Canadian program
classification and viewer advisories not available on foreign distant
signals, broadcasters which have CRTC-permitted substitution rights over
programming which is imported into their markets before the late viewing
period, may employ substitution, notwithstanding Clause 10(a).

(d) Broadcasters shall take special precautions to advise viewers of the
content of programming intended for adult audiences, which is telecast
before 9 pm in accordance with Clause 10(c).

(Note: To accommodate the reality of time zone differences, and Canadian
distant signal importation, these guidelines shall be applied to the time
zone in which the signal originates.)

…

Clause 11 – Viewer Advisories

To assist consumers in making their viewing choices, when programming
includes mature subject matter or scenes with nudity, sexually explicit
material, coarse or offensive language, or other material susceptible of
offending viewers, broadcasters shall provide a viewer advisory

(a) at the beginning of, and after every commercial break during the first
hour of programming telecast in late viewing hours which contains such
material which is intended for adult audiences, or

(b) at the beginning of, and after every commercial break during
programming telecast outside of late viewing hours which contains such
material which is not suitable for children.
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Equitable Portrayal Code

Clause 3 - Negative Portrayal

In an effort to ensure appropriate depictions of all individuals and groups,
broadcasters shall refrain from airing unduly negative portrayals of
persons with respect to race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, age,
gender, sexual orientation, marital status or physical or mental disability.
Negative portrayal can take many different forms, including (but not limited
to) stereotyping, stigmatization and victimization, derision of myths,
traditions or practices, degrading material, and exploitation.

Clause 10 of the Code of Ethics states that programming which contains sexually explicit
material or coarse or offensive language intended for adult audiences shall not be telecast
before the late viewing period, defined as 9 pm to 6 am. Furthermore, to accommodate
the reality of time zone differences and the availability of Canadian distant signals in
different markets, the guidelines are applied to the time zone in which the signal originates.
As further set out in Clause 11, in the event of scenes involving nudity, coarse or offensive
language or other material at risk of offending viewers, broadcasters must also provide a
viewer advisory at the beginning of each program, as well as after the end of every
commercial break, even if the program is carried during the late viewing period.

In addition, Clause 3 of the Equitable Portrayal Code states that broadcasters shall refrain
from airing unduly negative portrayals of persons with respect to race, national or ethnic
origin, colour, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status or physical or mental
disability.

Prior to dealing with the substance of your complaint, I would like to share with you our
programming philosophy. At City, we try to select films and programs that will appeal to
our viewers, who are primarily urban adults. Whenever possible, City will broadcast a
program in its entirety rather than make major edits which can significantly alter the
program's integrity. We try to treat our viewers in a mature and responsible way by offering
tools such as viewer advisories and rating icons, to help them decide for themselves
whether they, or members of their family, should watch a particular film or program.

In accordance with Clause 10, The Long Weekend was scheduled to air at 9 pm local
Toronto time, within the late viewing period for programming containing adult subject
matter. As well, we broadcast a content-specific viewer advisory prior to the start of the
show and at every commercial break, as required in Clause 11. However, it was broadcast
with an AGVOT rating of 14+ in error as it should have been classified as 18+ due to the
nature of the content.

In your complaint you stated that you were offended by the sexually explicit scenes in this
film which in your view were not appropriate for broadcast at 9 pm. Furthermore you were
offended by these scenes which you believe promoted women as sex objects.

We agree that the episode contained profanity and sexual content permissible in an 18+
rated program and apologize that it was incorrectly classified as 14+. We also note that
The Long Weekend was scheduled after the watershed hour of 9 pm in the time zone in
which the signal originated, namely Toronto, and contained a content-specific advisory.
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Moreover, we do not believe that it promoted women as sexual objects. The Long
Weekend is a film about two brothers: Cooper, an actor who sees life as one big party,
while Ed who is in advertising and takes life too seriously. When Ed gets stressed over a
deadline he has to meet, Cooper works to set his brother up with a girl, thus a long weekend
of stress and beautiful women, culminating in Ed's meeting the woman of his dreams – and
all without his brother's meddling. While the film contains sexual content, these scenes
are between consenting adults exploring their own sexuality. Therefore, we do not believe
that this film negatively portrayed women. As such, we do not believe that it breached the
Codes.

Notwithstanding, it is clear from your letter that you were offended. It was certainly not our
intention to upset you, and for that we apologize.

Thank you for taking the time to express your thoughts about the programs on our station.
We value the opinion of all our viewers.

Additional Correspondence

The complainant filed her Ruling Request on November 7:

I have received a response from [the Vice-President, Regulatory Affairs] of CITY-TV and
am not satisfied with it.

The Long Weekend is rated "R" for "Pervasive strong and crude sexual content, gross-out
humour, language and brief drug use." It was mislabelled by CITY-TV as "14+". This on
a trusted network which airs tame shows like Murdoch Mysteries in the same time slot.
Airing The Long Weekend at 9 pm was a gross deviation of their regular scheduling that
any parent could not predict. I felt literally sickened upon viewing it – to think that kids were
watching it in their formative years and taking away ideas about how girls should be treated:
as sex objects.

The sexual exploitation of girls began only about 10 minutes into the film. To use the
argument that the actions portrayed took place between "consenting adults" is false. Is it
realistic that consenting adults [girls] would like it when angry guys barge in a private room
while they are naked and engaged in sex acts? Is it realistic to say that a consenting adult
[girl] would giggle and enjoy loudly slurping up cum that dripped from her vagina in front of
company? Is it realistic to say that consenting adults [girls] enjoy having intimate Polaroids
of themselves circulated amongst guys like sexual trading cards? No. And ... virtually all
of the content of which I complain happened within the very first 30 minutes after which
point I could watch no more.

The argument that these girls are "consenting adults" only works if you live in a porn world
controlled by men.

Parents would not be able to make an informed decision based on the "14+" rating that
CITY-TV mis-assigned, however it is well known that parents are not always in attendance
when teens watch movies so I would call this whole rating system for 9 pm content flawed
and argue that OFFENSIVE AND SEXIST movies such as The Long Weekend should be
aired 11 pm onwards as an added safety measure for families.
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I would like to see CITY-TV employees sit down their young and vulnerable teenagers for
a viewing of this movie which I would label as sexploitation and soft-core.

In addition, I take exception with the idea that broadcasters are not required to
accommodate for differences in time zones when scheduling R-rated movies. This is anti-
family and unfair and irresponsible to parents. Does this mean R-rated materials can air
at 6 pm or 9 am in some parts of the country? This is irresponsible.

From what I saw in one half-hour …

The Long Weekend

CONTAINED NUDITY (naked girl astride boy and bouncing in sex act)

SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIAL (girl swallowing cum, another girl noisily slurping up a
finger full of cum off of her thigh when it drips down and others notice it)

COARSE AND OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE yes

OTHER MATERIAL SUSCEPTIBLE OF OFFENDING VIEWERS (videotaped sex acts
which also occur in presence of angry 3rd party male, females objectified as possible lays
by a womanizing playboy who shows off Polaroids of his sexual conquests to another male
to choose from)

NEGATIVE PORTRAYAL (all girls portrayed as sexually available, seemingly up for
anything and bandied about as sexual objects)

INAPPROPRIATE DEPICTION OF FEMALE INDIVIDUALS (this was a movie for guys and
only suitable for guys, it was sexist with unduly negative portrayals (over-sexualized) of
persons with respect to gender.)

STEREOTYPING (females as exclusively being sexual objects… until apparently the end
of movie, where a single normal girl is discovered. This reminds me of the sexist t-Shirt
tagline: "Hopeless romantic seeks filthy whore" except it is "Hopeless romantic lost in a
sea of sluts.")

DEGRADING MATERIAL (giggling girl loudly slurps cum off thigh in front of others after it
drops down between her legs and others point it out to her; another girl having to swallow
cum to defend her sexual behaviour to angry 3rd party male; a series of girls being
unwittingly displayed on Polaroids as sexual conquest by a playboy, who offers them up to
a 3rd party male to have sex with; girl getting videotaped naked during sex act and having
a 3rd party male barge in angrily)

EXPLOITATION (skewed and unbalanced perspective of girls as shameless sexual
objects)

This movie broke the EQUITABLE PORTRAYAL CODE (portraying almost all girls in an
over-sexualized unduly negative light with respect to gender.)

CITY-TV billed it as appropriate for 14+. Also, I'm told that if you can hang in to the end,
there is one girl portrayed in a non over-sexualized manner. That exception to the rule that
all girls are sluts? One normal girl is not enough.
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Also, CITY-TV indicate this movie was carefully selected for urban adults. Huh? It is a low
budget, bottom of the barrel, with terrible ratings.

The problem with The Long Weekend is that it sends a dangerous message to young girls
(14+ apparently) that there are no consequences to being videotaped in sex acts, chatting
with irate 3rd parties while engaged in sex acts, having Polaroids of you bandied about by
playboys to other guys to ogle. It does not address risk to girls in an electronic age where
these images may be posted online for all to see of risk of sexual assault, online
stalking/blackmailing/exploitation, contracting STDs or unwanted pregnancies.

CITY-TV reports the news but do not absorb it – the extreme sexualization of girls for the
pleasure of girls [sic, men]. So many news stories of young girls driven to suicide by
internet trolls, gang rape images uploaded to Facebook (Raetah Parsons), rape chants at
Canadian universities, actual sexual predators roaming Canadian campuses, top trending
images of girls engaged in sex acts where only the girl is demonized for her actions and
"slut-shames"… but CITY-TV do not absorb the implications and are irresponsible airing a
movie such as The Long Weekend at 9 pm.

The Long Weekend normalized the sexualization of girls and endangers their development
into normal, healthy and contributing members of society. It is extremely exploitative.

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/10007156-long_weekend/

Rotten Tomatoes Review:

"If you're not a male between 17 and 23 and don't find the chance to see R-rated rejects
from America's Funniest Home Videos a good thing, The Long Weekend will be a long and
pointless haul."

This movie is so degrading to girls and dangerous too, because slut shaming, internet
bullying and the sexual exploitation of the naivety of youth are a sad reality in this world.
Your ratings system does not protect girls from the normalization of sexual exploitation as
portrayed here.

Please consider measures against CITY-TV so that they do not air this movie again at
9 pm. Please consider their casual mis-labelling of this very sexist and offensive movie.
Please consider helping parents to raise healthy children.

I look forward to hearing your decision.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0385057/parentalguide?ref_=tt_ql_7

Sex & Nudity

A couple have sex. The girl is shown topless riding the man.

A couple are caught having an affair, the girl has cum in her mouth and swallows. The guy
gets out of bed and we see his butt.

A man is seen without pants (read/side only) in a bathroom stall.
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Strip club shows 5 topless girls and others dancing but not yet naked. One takes off her
pants (leaving underwear) and we see pubic hair "overflowing" the sides of the panties.

A couple have sex for a couple minutes, no nudity seen.

A man slips his hand into a girls dress and grabs her bare butt. It's briefly seen.

Outtake of pubic hair scene.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0385057/parentalguide?ref_=tt_ql_7#certification

Certification:

Philippines:R-13 / Finland:K-15 / Singapore:M18 / Australia:MA / Malaysia:(Banned) /
UK:15 / Germany:16 / Netherlands:12 (DVD rating) / Portugal:M/16 / USA:R (certificate no.
40686) / Canada:18A (Canadian Home Video rating)

CITY-DT submitted an additional letter on January 22, 2014 once the CBSC informed it

that the file was being sent for adjudication:

We have received your email of January 14, 2014, confirming that a hearing in respect of
the above-noted complaint will be heard by the CBSC on January 23, 2014.

Rogers Broadcasting (Rogers) appreciates the opportunity to provide additional
information regarding this complaint which we hope will assist the Adjudication Panel in
making its decision.

Based on your email, we understand that the Panel will be examining the following issues
in determining whether a breach of CBSC policy occurred:

1. Did CITY fail to broadcast the classification icon at the top of the second hour?

2. Was “14+” the appropriate rating for this broadcast?

3. Should the advisories have specifically mentioned sexual activity? and

4. Was there any negative portrayal of women in this broadcast?

Rogers is pleased to provide comments on each of these issues below.

1. Did CITY fail to broadcast the classification icon at the top of the second hour?

Upon review of the logger for this impugned broadcast, we can confirm that, while a
classification icon appeared in the top left hand quadrant of the screen during the opening
moments of this film, no classification icon appeared on screen at the top of the second
hour – that is, at or around 22:00 EDT.
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However, Rogers respectfully submits that based on the wording at clause 11(a) of the
CAB Code of Ethics, there is no requirement for ratings to appear on screen at the top of
the second hour of programming. Rather the requirement appears to be constrained to
providing viewer advisories “at the beginning of, and after every commercial break during
the first hour of programming telecast in late viewing hours.”1

Indeed, we can confirm that a viewer advisory appeared following every commercial break
in the broadcast alerting viewers to the adult content of this program. As such, Rogers
submits that the advisory warning of “mature themes” had the implied effect of notifying
audiences that this content was inappropriate for younger viewers and clearly identified the
intended audience for this film.

It is on this basis that we submit that the lack of rating in the second hour of the broadcast
did not result in a breach of the CAB Code of Ethics.

2. Was “14+” the appropriate rating for this broadcast?

After consulting internally we can confirm that The Long Weekend had been assigned an
“18+” rating by Rogers’ programming department due to the adult content of the film.
However, as we noted in our response dated November 1, 2013, the rating of “14+” was
posted in error when this film was aired on September 7, 2013.

After an internal investigation we can report that, in spite of the checks and balances which
Rogers employs to ensure that the correct film ratings are properly communicated to the
viewing public, the “14+” posting aired as a result of failures which were attributed to human
error. Rogers apologized for this error in our letter of November 1, 2013, and would like to
renew this apology again today.

3. Should the advisories have specifically mentioned sexual activity?

After reviewing the logger for this broadcast, we can confirm that the following advisory
aired for this program:

This program contains scenes of violence, coarse language, nudity and
mature themes. Viewer discretion is advised.

We can also confirm that this advisory aired at the following times, and following each
commercial break:

 21:12:24 EDT

 21:26:46 EDT

 21:40:30 EDT

 21:55:10 EDT

 22:04:50 EDT

 22:14:39 EDT
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 22:26:41 EDT

 22:39:54 EDT

 22:51:16 EDT

Rogers therefore respectfully submits that while this advisory did not expressly refer to
“sexual activity” this theme was constructively captured by the advisory in its mention of
“nudity” and “mature scenes [sic]”. We would also like to point out that the language used
in this advisory closely tracks the suggested advisory language set out in Appendix A of
the CAB Code of Ethics for subject matter intended for adult audiences.

4. Was there any negative portrayal of women in this broadcast?

After reviewing this film we feel that it can be properly categorized as a comedy which relies
heavily on the use of “frat-boy humour” to appeal to a teenage and young adult audience.
In terms of a genre, this film is reminiscent of other comedies such as American Pie, Euro
Trip or Forgetting Sarah Marshall and employs the same use of toilet gags and sexual
innuendo to get laughs.

Not surprisingly, the portrayal of women (and men) in this film is consistent with the genre.
The women featured in this film tend to be young, attractive, eager for male attention and
exceedingly image-conscious. Similarly, they appear in ancillary roles as love interests or
as consenting partners for sexual activity.

In light of the above, Rogers is of the view that the female portrayals in this film are
consistent with the genre and are not exploitative, nor do they objectify women.

As such, Rogers respectfully submits that this broadcast contains:

(i) No unduly negative female portrayals contrary to clause 3 of the CAB Equitable

Portrayal Code;

(ii) No degrading material contrary to clause 7 of the CAB Equitable Portrayal Code;

and

(iii) No female exploitation contrary to clause 8 of the CAB Equitable Portrayal Code.

Finally, Rogers wishes to point out that pursuant to clause 10 of the CAB Equitable
Portrayal Code, context must be considered when assessing allegations of negative
portrayals in broadcasting.2 In particular, according to clause 10, broadcasts may fairly
include material that would otherwise appear to breach one of the foregoing provisions
(which is expressly denied in this case) where the broadcast contains content which is
comedic, humorous or satirical. Therefore, pursuant to clause 10, Rogers urges the Panel
to bear the comedic context of this film in mind when assessing the allegation of the
negative portrayal of women in The Long Weekend.

Rogers appreciates the opportunity to provide additional comments in respect of this
broadcast and we look forward to the adjudication of this matter.

1 Clause 11 – Viewer Advisories
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To assist consumers in making their viewing choices, when programming includes mature subject
matter or scenes with nudity, sexually explicit material, coarse or offensive language, or other
material susceptible of offending viewers, broadcasters shall provide a viewer advisory

a) at the beginning of, and after every commercial break during the first hour of programming

telecast in late viewing hours which contains such material which is intended for adult audiences,

or

b) at the beginning of, and after every commercial break during programming telecast outside of

late viewing hours which contains such material which is not suitable for children.

Suggested language for suitable viewer advisories is outlined in Appendix A [of the code]. The
suggestions are meant as possible illustrations; broadcasters are encouraged to adopt wording which
is likeliest to provide viewers with the most relevant and useful information regarding the
programming to which it applies.

2 Clause 10 – Contextual Considerations


