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APPENDIX B

CBSC Decision 11/12-1715
CFNY-FM re the Dean Blundell Show (Easter)

The Complaint

The CBSC received the following complaint via its webform on April 2, 2012:

station: CFNY-FM The Edge radio station 102.1

program: Dean Blundell

date: April 2, 2012

time: 7:35

concern: This morning on the Dean Blundell Show there was a segment in which
Dean had accused Jesus Christ to be a homosexual. I don’t ask for an apology from him. I
only ask that he be taken off of the air, never allowed to work in radio again. This segment
has come on the air at the most holiest week for Christians and has offended myself and the
entire Christian religion.

Broadcaster Response

The station responded to the complainant on April 23:

The Canadian Broadcast Standards Council (the “CBSC”) has asked us to respond to your
email of April 2, 2012 in which you raised concerns regarding comments made during the
Dean Blundell Show on CFNY-FM that same morning. Specifically, you said “Dean had
accused Jesus Christ to be a homosexual .... This segment has come on the air at the most
holiest week for Christians and has offended myself and the entire Christian religion.”

We have reviewed the program. During a portion of the broadcast, Dean read a threatening
email he had received in respect of a statement he’d made that Jesus was a homosexual.
Dean and his co-hosts discussed the email, and why Dean had made the original statement.
During the segment, which was intended to be humorous, the hosts mused that any man who
chooses to have their [sic] last supper with twelve men must be gay.

We can certainly appreciate that you may not have found this exchange funny, and that you
may have been offended by the tone used in discussing such a central religious figure. This
said, we don’t believe that the broadcast breached the Canadian Association of
Broadcasters’ Code of Ethics (the “Code”), which is administered by the CBSC and to which
we adhere.

In The Comedy Network re Bill Maher Special (CBSC Decision 97/98-0560, July 28, 1998),
the CBSC considered whether a blasphemous statement breached Canadian broadcasting
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standards. The CBSC referred to the definition of blasphemy as “profane speaking of God or
sacred things; impious irreverence.” They noted that while the Church may have a
conservative view of what constitutes blasphemy, the CBSC does not find such definitions
applicable in defining broadcasting standards.

The CBSC’s conclusion in that decision was that “blasphemy alone would not be sufficient to
constitute a violation of the CAB Code of Ethics. It would need to be hateful, not merely
irreverent, comment, abusively discriminatory, not merely impious or irreligious. At this point
in the 20

th
century, the CBSC expects that comedians are entitled to question tradition and to

tickle formal and possibly outdated values without finding themselves, for that reason alone,
exceeding Canadian broadcast standards.”

In our view, the comments made by the program hosts about Jesus’ sexual orientation may
be irreverent, but they are by no means hateful of Jesus, or abusively discriminatory of
Christians generally. For these reasons, we do not believe that the program violated the
Canadian broadcasting standards.

We regret that you were offended by some of our programming. We take our responsibilities
as broadcasters very seriously, and work hard to make sure all of our programming complies
with the Broadcasting Act, the Radio Regulations and the Code and standards required of us
as a member of the CBSC.

We trust that this letter has addressed your concerns. We recognize the importance of
listener feedback and appreciate all comments.

Additional Correspondence

The complainant filed his Ruling Request on April 28 with the following comments:

I would first like to say I appreciate the response received by CFNY-FM. However, the
response received does not take away from the fact that an entire religion was attacked on its
most holiest of weeks. The fact that Dean received a threatening letter by one supposed
Christian does not give him the right to attack an entire religion. The greater Toronto area is
comprised of 33.4% Roman Catholic, 21.2% Protestant, and 4.9% Orthodox; almost 60% of
the population was attacked because of one threatening email??

I disagree with your statement that the Code of Ethics was not violated. Please refer to
clause 8 of the Code of Ethics which applies to all broadcasters:

Clause 8

Broadcasters should endeavour to make available to the community
adequate opportunity for presentation of religious messages and should
also endeavour to assist in all ways open to them the furtherance of
religious activities in the community. Recognizing the purpose of the
religious broadcast to be that of promoting the spiritual harmony and
understanding of humanity and of administering broadly to the varied
religious needs of the community, it shall be the responsibility of each
broadcaster to ensure that its religious broadcasts, which reach persons of
all creeds and races simultaneously, shall not be used to convey attacks
upon another race or religion.
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Dean clearly attacked the religion of Christianity.

You referred to the case of the Bill Maher show and that blasphemy alone would not
constitute a breach of the code of conduct. While I agree that the show was blasphemous,
the Christian belief of the resurrection was attacked at the 45:20 mark of the show. Dean
made the following statement:

“If anyone today rose from the dead they'd be considered zombies and have their heads
smashed in with lead pipes.”

Dean knows this is the holiest week of the year and to make a comment like this implies that
the resurrection never happened. I understand that the CBSC can do nothing about
blasphemy, but to imply that the resurrection never happened is an attack on the entire
religion which can be found in clause 8 of the CAB Code of Ethics... an attack which should
force Dean Blundell to leave CFNY-FM.

I look forward to hearing the CBSC decision.


